
 

 

 
 
 
 
  

HEALTH & COMPLIANCE 
COMMITTEE MEETING 

 
 

AGENDA 
 
 
 

4 FEBRUARY 2014 
 
 
 
 
 

Your attendance is required at a meeting of the Health & Compliance 
Committee to be held in the Council Chambers, 232 Bolsover Street, 
Rockhampton on 4 February 2014 commencing at 12:30pm for transaction of 
the enclosed business. 

 
 

 

 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER  
29 January 2014 

Next Meeting Date: 04.03.14 
 



 

 

 

Please note: 
 

In accordance with the Local Government Regulation 2012, please be advised that all discussion held 
during the meeting is recorded for the purpose of verifying the minutes. This will include any discussion 
involving a Councillor, staff member or a member of the public. 
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Contents 

1 OPENING 

2 PRESENT 

 Members Present: 

Councillor C E Smith (Chairperson) 
The Mayor, Councillor M F Strelow 
Councillor A P Williams 
Councillor N K Fisher 

In Attendance: 

Mr E Pardon – Chief Executive Officer 
Mr M Rowe – General Manager Community Services 

3 APOLOGIES AND LEAVE OF ABSENCE   

4 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES  

Minutes of the Health & Compliance Committee held 6 November 2013 

5 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN MATTERS ON THE 
AGENDA



HEALTH & COMPLIANCE COMMITTEE AGENDA  4 FEBRUARY 2014 

Page (2) 

Business Outstanding 

6 BUSINESS OUTSTANDING 
6.1 Business Outstanding Table for Health and Compliance Comm

6.1 BUSINESS OUTSTANDING TABLE FOR HEALTH AND COMPLIANCE 
COMMITTEE 

ittee 

File No: 10097 

Attachments: 1. Business Outstanding Table   

Responsible Officer: Evan Pardon - Chief Executive Officer  

Author: Evan Pardon - Chief Executive Officer          
 

SUMMARY 

The Business Outstanding table is used as a tool to monitor outstanding items resolved at 
previous Council or Committee Meetings. The current Business Outstanding table for the 
Health and Compliance Committee is presented for Councillors’ information. 

Recommendation 

 

OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATION 

THAT the Business Outstanding Table for the Health and Compliance Committee be 
received. 
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Business Ou  Table tstanding

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BUSINESS OUTSTANDING TABLE FOR 
HEALTH AND COMPLIANCE 

COMMITTEE 
 
 
 
 
 

Business Outstanding Table 
 
 
 
 
 

Meeting Date: 4 February 2014 
 
 
 
 
 

Attachment No: 1
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Date Report Title Resolution Responsible Officer Due Date Notes 

06 November 2013 Enforcement of Cat 
Registration 

THAT Council refer correspondence to 
Council Officers for response.  
 

Michael Rowe 13/11/2013 Registration and enforcement 
changes to be given effect in the 
2014/15 budget. 
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Public Forums/Deputations 

7 PUBLIC FORUMS/DEPUTATIONS 
7.1 Deputation - Capricorn Pest Manageme

7.1 DEPUTATION - CAPRICORN PEST MANAGEMENT GROUP 
nt Group 

File No: 1379 

Attachments: 1. Letter from Capricorn Pest Management 
Group   

Responsible Officer: Michael Rowe - General Manager Community Services  

Author: Kerri Dorman - Administration Coordinator          
 

SUMMARY 

Officers of the Capricorn Pest Management Group (CPMG) seeking deputation to outline 
current and proposed activities of the group and expand on membership advantages. 

Recommendation 

 

OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATION 

THAT the deputation from the Capricorn Pest Management Group be ‘received’. 
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Letter from Capricorn P agement Group est Man

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DEPUTATION - CAPRICORN PEST 
MANAGEMENT GROUP 

 
 
 
 
 

Letter from Capricorn Pest 
Management Group 

 
 
 
 
 

Meeting Date: 4 February 2014 
 
 
 
 
 

Attachment No: 1
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Officers' Reports 

8 OFFICERS' REPORTS 
8.1 Pest Survey Program 1 April 2014 - 30 

8.1 PEST SURVEY PROGRAM 1 APRIL 2014 - 30 JUNE 2014 
June 2014 

File No: 143 

Attachments: 1. Pest Survey Program 1 April - 30 June 2014  
2. Map of Localities of Alton Downs   

Responsible Officer: Michael Rowe - General Manager Community Services  

Author: Catherine Hayes - Manager Environmental Services & 
Public Health          

 

SUMMARY 

This report presents a Pest Survey Program for consideration by Council. Prior to 
Rockhampton Regional Council’s pest management staff undertaking property inspections 
for pest plants, a Pest Survey Program must be approved by Council. 

Recommendation 

 

OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATION 

THAT in accordance with the Land Protection (Pest and Stock Route Management) Act 
2002, Council approves the Pest Survey Program, as detailed in Attachment 1 of the report, 
for the localities of Alton Downs between Tuesday 1 April 2014 and Monday 30 June 2014. 
 

COMMENTARY 

The attached Pest Survey Program identifies the area to be surveyed, the timeframe and 
other details required by the Land Protection (Pest and Stock Route Management) Act 2002. 

BACKGROUND 

The Land Protection (Pest and Stock Route Management) Act 2002 requires that prior to a 
Local Government undertaking property inspections for pests, it must approve a Pest Survey 
Program. 

BUDGET IMPLICATIONS 

The staffing and associated costs to undertake the Pest Survey Program are provided for in 
the 2013-2014 Natural Resource Management budget. 

LEGISLATIVE CONTEXT 

Local Government is responsible for the administration of the Land Protection (Pest and 
Stock Route Management) Act 2002 (the Act). 

The Act provides that Local Governments must ensure private property owners are making a 
reasonable effort to control declared pest plants on their properties. The Act identifies the 
Pest Survey Program as a process for Local Government to assess the level of adherence 
by private property owners to the various requirements of the Act. 

The Act also requires Local Government to advertise the Pest Survey Program in a local 
newspaper two weeks prior to the commencement of the program. 

STAFFING IMPLICATIONS 

The inspection program requires the equivalent of one full time pest management officer for 
the period of the Pest Survey Program. 

RISK ASSESSMENT 

An assessment regarding Workplace Health and Safety considerations has identified all 
activities associated with the implementation of the Pest Survey Program as low risk. 



HEALTH & COMPLIANCE COMMITTEE AGENDA  4 FEBRUARY 2014 

Page (10) 

CORPORATE/OPERATIONAL PLAN 

The Pest Survey Program has been identified as an action within Council’s Pest 
Management Plan. 

CONCLUSION 

This report presents to Council a Pest Survey Program for consideration and approval. The 
implementation of this Pest Survey Program assists Council to fulfill its responsibilities under 
the Land Protection (Pest and Stock Route Management) Act 2002 by allowing Council to 
assess the pest plant infestation on private property in the identified focus areas. It also 
allows Council to assess the property owner’s adherence to the various requirements of the 
Land Protection (Pest and Stock Route Management) Act 2002. 
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Attachment 1 - Pest Survey 1 April - 30 June 2014 Program 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PEST SURVEY PROGRAM  
1 APRIL 2014 - 30 JUNE 2014 

 
 
 
 
 

Pest Survey Program  
1 April - 30 June 2014 

 
 
 
 
 

Meeting Date: 4 February 2014 
 
 
 
 
 

Attachment No: 1
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ROCKHAMPTON REGIONAL COUNCIL 
 
Land Protection (Pest and Stock Route Management) Act 2002 
Section 241 
 
PEST SURVEY PROGRAM 
 
Survey area: 
 
Property inspections will be conducted throughout part of the Rockhampton Regional 
Council area focusing on the localities of Alton Downs. 
 
Area Selection Criteria: 
 
The focus areas are a portion of Rockhampton Regional Council for which inspection by 
authorised persons is feasible within three months, and are considered a high priority for 
identifying declared pest plants in accordance with Council’s Pest Management Plan. 
 
Program Purpose: 
 
 To monitor compliance with the Land Protection (Pest and Stock Route Management) 

Act 2002 in relation to declared pests 
 To aid in monitoring and mapping the distribution and spread of declared plants 
 
Properties Inspected: 
 
Inspections will be conducted on urban and rural properties within the above stated areas. 
 
Commencement and Duration of Survey: 
 
This survey will commence on Tuesday 1 April 2014 and will be in force for a period of three 
months expiring on Monday 30 June 2014. Properties will be inspected from 7:00 am to 5:00 
pm Monday to Friday. 
 
By resolution of Rockhampton Regional Council Meeting on 11 February 2014. 
 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
ROCKHAMPTON REGIONAL COUNCIL 
DATE 2014 
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Attachment 2 - Map of  of Alton Downs Localities
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Attachment No: 2
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8.2 Natural Resource Management Activity Stat 13 

8.2 NATURAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT ACTIVITY STATEMENT OCTOBER TO 
DECEMBER 2013 

ement October to December 20

File No: 143 

Attachments: 1. Vector Management Activites October - 
December 2013   

Responsible Officer: Michael Rowe - General Manager Community Services  

Author: Catherine Hayes - Manager Environmental Services & 
Public Health          

 

SUMMARY 

This report provides information about the activities of Rockhampton Regional Council’s 
Natural Resource Management Unit (the Unit) for the period 1 October to 31 December 
2013. The Unit consists of three separate work teams namely Pest Management, Vector 
Management and Land Rehabilitation. 

Recommendation 

 

OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATION 

THAT the Natural Resource Management Activity Statement for October to December 2013 
be received. 
 

BACKGROUND 

This report outlines the notable outcomes of the teams during the period October – 
December 2013.  Attachment 1 provides numerical data on the activities of the Vector 
Management Unit during this period.  Complete numerical data for pest management 
activities was not available and therefore has not been included in this report.  Information 
on the activities of the Land Rehabilitation Unit was not available.  

COMMENTARY 

PEST MANAGEMENT 

The Pest Management work team is responsible for controlling declared pest plants and 
animals on Council land. The team also works closely with private landholders to ensure that 
reasonable control is occurring on private properties. The Land Protection (Pest and Stock 
Route Management) Act 2002 requires local governments to undertake the above roles. 

On 5 December 2013 a Wild Dog Meeting was held with landholders representing Riverslea, 
Gogango ,Stanwell, Kabra, Dalma, Glenroy, Marmor and Stanwell corp areas. 

Biosecurity Bill 

The Biosecurity Bill 2012 (the Bill) was introduced to Queensland Parliament on 19 
November 2013 and will result in the amendment of a number of pieces of legislation 
including the Land Protection (Pest and Stock Route Management) Act 2002.   

Officers provided comment to LGAQ for inclusion in their submission. The impacts of the 
changes are not clear at this stage.  Council will be kept updated. 

Complaints and enquiries from Council’s Customer Request System 

The following table and associated graph were developed from information sourced from 
Council’s customer request system, and provide a précis for the requests received and 
actioned: 
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Pest Complaints & Enquiries by Location October - December 2013 

Rockhampton 
Cap 

Coast Gracemere 
Mt 

Morgan 
Parthenium 3 
Lantana 
Leucaena 3 1 
Giant Rat's Tail Grass 
Rubber Vine 
Other Pest Plant Species* 2 1 
Non-Declared Class 2 Plant Species** 
Spray Trailer Hire 1 1 1 
Other Pest Plant Requests*** 2 1 1 1 
Wild Dog/Dingo 1 3 
Fox 2 1 1 
Deer 
Rabbit 
Feral Cat 1 
Non-Declared Animal Species****     4   
TOTAL 11 2 11 7 

 

 
*Other Pest Plant Species include: Chinee Apple, Mother of Millions, Salvinia 

**Non-Declared Class 2 Plant Species include: Devil's Fig, Flea Tree, Environmental, Stinging Nettle, Striped 
Cucumber 

***Other Pest Plant Requests include:  Vehicle washdown inspection, Miscellaneous  

enquiries  

****Non-Declared Animal species include: Flying Fox 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

VECTOR MANAGEMENT 

The Vector Management work team is responsible for controlling vector agents on Council 
land and for ensuring vector agents are prevented from breeding on private properties. The 
Vector Management team’s primary role is to proactively manage mosquitoes and vermin. 
Its secondary role is to respond in a timely manner to customer requests regarding vector 
management. 

 

Page (16) 
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The main focus of the Vector Management team is to minimise the risk of vector-borne 
diseases (such as dengue fever, Ross River virus and Barmah Forest virus) to the local 
community. The team works closely with Queensland Health in surveying properties in the 
region to determine the presence of vector agents. Queensland Health provides data on the 
occurrence of vector-borne diseases in the region. 

Attachment 1 – Vector Management Activities provides detailed numerical data on the 
activities of this work team. The following discussion focuses on notable points associated 
with vector management during the period October – December 2013. 

Notable points discussed include: 

(1) Surveillance of salt marsh areas; 

(2) Surveillance of freshwater areas; 

(3) Disease notifications; and 

(4) Complaints and enquiries from Council’s customer request system. 

Surveillance of Salt Marsh Areas 

Increased surveillance of salt marsh areas in the region is an identified action in Council’s 
Vector Management Plan 2010-2014. This is a proactive management strategy which will 
provide increased mosquito control to the communities of Rockhampton Regional Council. 

During the period October – December 2013 the following surveillance was undertaken: 

Fitzroy River: Scheduled surveillance, which is based on inundating tides greater than 4.3 
metres flooding salt marsh sites adjacent to the Fitzroy River, was undertaken on two 
occasions with a total of twenty four sites sampled. Mosquito breeding was found on five of 
these sites. The breeding was below threshold, therefore no treatment was necessary. 

Capricorn Coast (Keppel Sands to northern Yeppoon): Scheduled surveillance, which is 
triggered by inundating tides greater than 4.3 metres, was undertaken with thirty three sites 
sampled. Above-threshold mosquito breeding was found in one of these sites, which were 
treated with the terrestrial application of larvacide. Post-treatment sampling indicated a 100 
per centum larva mortality rate. 

Rockhampton Urban: Scheduled surveillance, which is based on inundating tides greater 
than four metres, was undertaken and eleven sites were sampled. Above-threshold 
mosquito breeding was found in one of these sites, which were treated with the terrestrial 
application of larvacide. Post-treatment sampling indicated a 100 per centum larva mortality 
rate. 

Surveillance of Freshwater Areas 

During the period October – December 2013 surveillance of sixty-five freshwater sites was 
undertaken. Above-threshold mosquito breeding was found in two of these sites, which were 
treated with the terrestrial application of larvacide. Post-treatment sampling indicated a 100 
per centum larva mortality rate. 

Disease Notifications 

Queensland Health is responsible for monitoring the occurrence of all diseases in 
Queensland. Queensland Health regularly provides Council with data on the occurrence of 
disease transmitted by mosquitoes.  

 
During the period October – December 2013, one case of dengue fever was recorded in the 
Rockhampton Region.  Queensland Health advised that a person holidaying in Bali and on 
returning presented to their Doctor with flu like symptoms.  The test was confirmed as 
Dengue Fever which the person had contracted whilst in Bali.  Due to the person being in 
the viraemic stage Rockhampton Regional Council Vector Management Officers assisted 
Queensland Health Officers in undertaking a surveillance and control program covering a 
two hundred square metre zone around the case house.  A total of twenty properties where 
surveyed, of which nine were found to have containers breeding mosquitoes.   
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Mosquito larva samples were taken from nineteen containers.  No Aedes agypti were 
identified in the samples taken.  Containers holding water were either emptied, treated or 
removed.     

For the purpose of comparison, the following table provides data relevant to Mackay 
Regional Council, Rockhampton Regional Council and Gladstone Regional Council for the 
period October – December 2013. 

Disease Notifications for Rockhampton, Mackay and Gladstone Regional Councils: 
October – December 2013 

 Barmah Forest virus Ross River virus Dengue fever 

Mackay Regional 
Council 

16 14 0 

Rockhampton 
Regional Council 

12 13 1 

Gladstone Regional 
Council 

8 11 0 

There is no trend in the distribution of the diagnosed cases of Barmah Forest virus, Ross 
River virus or dengue fever within the Rockhampton Regional Council area. 

Complaints and Enquiries from Council’s Customer Request System 

The following table and associated graph were developed from information sourced from 
Council’s customer request system, and provide a précis for the requests received and 
actioned: 

Vector Complaints & Enquiries by Location October – December 2013 
 Rockhampton Cap Coast Gracemere Mount Morgan
   

Mosquito 5 6 0 2 
Vermin 9 8 2 0 
Other Insects 12 1 2 0 

TOTAL 26 15 4 2 
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CONCLUSION 

This report provides information about the activities of the Pest Management and Vector 
Management work teams of Rockhampton Regional Council’s Natural Resource 
Management Unit during the period 1 October to 31 December 2013. Several outcomes are 
identified and discussed for the Pest Management and Vector Management teams for that 
period. Attachment 1 provides numerical data on the activities and roles of the respective 
Vector Management team during the period. 
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Vector Management Activit er - December 2013 es Octob
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Strategic Reports 

9 STRATEGIC REPORTS 
9.1 Health and Environment Quarterly Repo

9.1 HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENT QUARTERLY REPORT 
rt 

File No: 1464 

Attachments: Nil  

Responsible Officer: Michael Rowe - General Manager Community Services  

Author: Catherine Hayes - Manager Environmental Services & 
Public Health          

 

SUMMARY 

This report summarises the activities of the Health and Environment Unit for the three 
months ending 31 December 2013. 

Recommendation 

 

OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATION 

THAT the Health and Environment Quarterly report for the three months ending 31 
December 2013 be received. 
 

COMMENTARY 

The following is a summary of the activities of the Health and Environment Unit for the three 
months ending 31 December 2013. 

ANNUAL INSPECTIONS  

BUSINESS TYPE ANNUAL INSPECTIONS  
 OCTOBER TO DECEMBER 

2013 

PER CENTUM OF BUSINESSES 
INSPECTED  

OCTOBER TO DECEMBER 2013

Food Business 144 22 

Higher Risk Personal 
Appearance Services 

1 7 

Environmentally Relevant 
Activity 

2 15 
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9.2 Local Laws Monthly Statistics for Novem

9.2 LOCAL LAWS MONTHLY STATISTICS FOR NOVEMBER 2013 
ber 2013 

File No: 1464 

Attachments: 1. Local Laws Monthly Statistics for November 
2013   

Responsible Officer: Michael Rowe - General Manager Community Services  

Author: Steve Best - Operations Manager Local Laws          
 

SUMMARY 

The Local Laws Monthly Report for November 2013 is submitted for consideration of the 
Health and Compliance Committee. 

Recommendation 

 

OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATION 

THAT the Local Laws Monthly Report for November 2013 be received. 
 

COMMENTARY 

No. of Dogs Regulated (by month) 

Month 
No. of Dogs 
Regulated 

January 2013 0 

February 2013 0 

March 2013 0 

April 2013 1 

May 2013 2 

June 2013 0 

July 2013 1 

August 2013 3 

September 8 

October 3 

November 2 

 

 



HEALTH & COMPLIANCE COMMITTEE AGENDA  4 FEBRUARY 2014 

Page (26) 

Local Laws Monthly Sta  November 2013 tistics for
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10 NOTICES OF MOTION  

Nil  
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11 URGENT BUSINESS/QUESTIONS  

Urgent Business is a provision in the Agenda for members to raise questions or matters of a 
genuinely urgent or emergent nature, that are not a change to Council Policy and can not be 
delayed until the next scheduled Council or Committee Meeting 
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12 CLOSURE OF MEETING 
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