
 

 

 
 
 
 
  

SPECIAL MEETING 
 
 

AGENDA 
 
 
 

25 FEBRUARY 2021 
 
 
 
 
 

Your attendance is required at a Special meeting of Council to be held in the 
Council Chambers, 232 Bolsover Street, Rockhampton on 25 February 2021 
commencing at 10:00am for transaction of the enclosed business.  
 
In line with section 277E of the Local Government Regulation 2012, it has been 
determined that it is not practicable for the public to attend Council meetings in 
person at the current time. Until further notice, Council meetings will instead 
take place via videoconference and will be livestreamed online. 

 
 

 

 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER  

24 February 2021 



 

 

 

Please note: 
 

In accordance with the Local Government Regulation 2012, please be advised that all discussion held 
during the meeting is recorded for the purpose of verifying the minutes. This will include any discussion 
involving a Councillor, staff member or a member of the public. 
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1 OPENING 

2 PRESENT  

Members Present: 

The Mayor, Councillor A P Williams (Chairperson) 
Deputy Mayor, Councillor N K Fisher 
Councillor S Latcham 
Councillor C E Smith 
Councillor C R Rutherford 
Councillor M D Wickerson 
Councillor D Kirkland 
 

In Attendance: 

Mr E Pardon – Chief Executive Officer 

 

3 APOLOGIES AND LEAVE OF ABSENCE   

4 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN MATTERS ON THE 
AGENDA
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5 OFFICERS' REPORTS 

5.1 LETTER OF SUPPORT - CENTRAL QUEENSLAND COAL PROJECT 

File No: 11092 

Attachments: 1. Letter to Mayor Williams from CEO Central 
Queensland Coal Pty Ltd - 18 February 2021⇩   

2. Central Queensland Coal Project 
Presentation Overview⇩   

3. Fact Sheet⇩   
4. Senator Malcolm Roberts letter of support to 

the Hon Sussan Ley MP⇩   
5. Minister for Resources, Water and Northern 

Australia letter to Central Queensland Coal 
Pty Ltd⇩   

6. Mr Stephen Andrew MP letter of support to 
the Hon Meaghan Scanlon⇩   

7. Draft letter of support to the Minister for the 
Environment and Great Barrier Reef the Hon 
Meaghan Scanlon⇩    

Authorising Officer: Evan Pardon - Chief Executive Officer  

Author: Damon Morrison - Manager Office of the Mayor          
 

SUMMARY 

This report provides details of a request from Central Queensland Coal Pty Ltd to provide a 
letter of support for the Central Queensland Coal Project to the Queensland Minister for the 
Environment and the Great Barrier Reef, Hon Meaghan Scanlon MP. 
 

OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATION 

THAT Council endorse the letter to the Queensland Minister for the Environment and the 
Great Barrier Reef, Hon Meaghan Scanlon MP supporting the development of the Central 
Queensland Coal Project. 
 

BACKGROUND 

The Central Queensland Coal Project (the CQ Coal Project) is a proposed metallurgical coal 
development located approximately 135km north of Rockhampton, along the Bruce 
Highway. 

The CQ Coal Project consists of an open cut operation and rail connection to the 
Queensland Rail North Coast Line. The Project is a joint venture partnership between 
Central Queensland Coal Pty Ltd (CQCPL) (99%) and Fairway Coal Pty Ltd (1%). 

Details of the request from CQPL of Council and associated documents referred to therein 
are attached.  

COMMENTARY 

The Independent Expert Scientific Committee on Coal Seam Gas and Large Coal Mining 
Development (IESC) is a statutory committee of leading scientists that independently 
advises government regulators on the impacts that coal seam gas and large coal mining 
development may have on Australia’s waters resources. 

On 27 October 2020, the Australian Government Department of Agriculture, Water and the 
Environment (DAWE) and the Queensland Department of Environment and Science (DES) 
requested that the IESC provide advice to them on CQCPL’s and Fairway Coal Pty Ltd’s CQ 
Coal Project. 
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On 11 December 2020 the IESC provided advice to the DAWE and DES in response to the 
questions raised from their request.  

In summary, the IESC advice to DAWE and DES expressed a number of concerns in 
relation to the CQ Coal Project and has recommended that the Queensland Government 
refuses to approve the project. 

In response, CQCPL has disputed the IESC’s advice contending that it failed to consider the 
latest tests and technical analysis provided by CQCPL. 

PREVIOUS DECISIONS 

There are no previous resolutions of Council relevant to the matter currently under 
consideration. 

BUDGET IMPLICATIONS 

There are no immediate budgetary implications from Council supporting the development of 
the Central Queensland Coal Project.  If the project is approved, maximising opportunities 
for local/new residents and local businesses may lead to additional rates and fees and 
charges revenue. 

LEGISLATIVE CONTEXT 

There is no relevant legislation to Council applicable. 

LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 

There are no identified legal implications to Council relevant to this matter. 

STAFFING IMPLICATIONS 

There will be no implications to Council permanent staffing levels if Council endorses the 
letter of support.  If the project is approved,  

RISK ASSESSMENT 

In order for Rockhampton to maintain and grow its important role as a major regional 
services hub for the resource sector Council has previously advocated on behalf of the 
sector.  The recommendation under consideration has been assessed as low risk of adverse 
implications to Council.  

CORPORATE/OPERATIONAL PLAN 

Corporate Plan 2017-2022: 

2.2 - Value add to the strengths of industry to deepen regional economic activity 

2.5 Promote, foster and embrace growth opportunities, strategic investment and international 
exports. 

CONCLUSION 

The Central Queensland Coal Project provides an opportunity for Council to continue 
advocating on behalf of the resources sector to grow the Region’s role as a major regional 
services hub.  The project provides opportunities to the Region during the construction and 
operational phase 

Endorsement of the draft letter of support is recommended. 
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LETTER OF SUPPORT - CENTRAL 
QUEENSLAND COAL PROJECT 

 
 
 
 
 

Letter to Mayor Williams from CEO 
Central Queensland Coal Pty Ltd - 18 

February 2021 
 
 
 
 
 

Meeting Date: 25 February 2021 
 
 
 
 
 

Attachment No: 1
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LETTER OF SUPPORT - CENTRAL 
QUEENSLAND COAL PROJECT 

 
 
 
 
 

Central Queensland Coal Project 
Presentation Overview 

 
 
 
 
 

Meeting Date: 25 February 2021 
 
 
 
 
 

Attachment No: 2
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Fact Sheet 
 
 
 
 
 

Meeting Date: 25 February 2021 
 
 
 
 
 

Attachment No: 3
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QUEENSLAND COAL PROJECT 

 
 
 
 
 

Senator Malcolm Roberts letter of 
support to the Hon Sussan Ley MP 

 
 
 
 
 

Meeting Date: 25 February 2021 
 
 
 
 
 

Attachment No: 4
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Minister for Resources, Water and 
Northern Australia letter to Central 

Queensland Coal Pty Ltd 
 
 
 
 
 

Meeting Date: 25 February 2021 
 
 
 
 
 

Attachment No: 5
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QUEENSLAND COAL PROJECT 

 
 
 
 
 

Mr Stephen Andrew MP letter of 
support to the Hon Meaghan Scanlon 

 
 
 
 
 

Meeting Date: 25 February 2021 
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5.2 ADVOCACY PRIORITIES 

File No: 11092 

Attachments: Nil  

Authorising Officer: Ross Cheesman - Deputy Chief Executive Officer  

Author: Angus Russell - Manager Strategy and Planning          
 

SUMMARY 

The report proposes endorsement of advocacy priorities for Council.  
 

OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATION 

THAT Council: 

1. Endorse the proposed advocacy priorities for further development and immediate action 
where appropriate; and,  

2. Formally seek reallocation of $25 million funding previously identified in the Queensland 
State Budget to augmentation of the North Rockhampton Sewage Treatment Plant. 

 

COMMENTARY 

There are a number of upcoming opportunities for Council to advocate for priority projects 
and initiatives. These opportunities include current reviews of the Central Queensland 
Regional Organisation of Councils (CQROC) and Regional Development Australia Central 
and Western Queensland (RDACWQ) priorities, State and Federal Government Budgets 
and the next Federal Election.  

The proposed advocacy priorities have been workshopped by Council and relate to both 
Council projects and wider regional projects, initiatives and needs.  

Priorities range from those that are very mature and well understood to those that are in 
formative stages and require further development.  

The proposed priorities are intentionally focused on essential Council infrastructure projects 
that will support growth and development of the region and projects and initiatives that will 
deliver significant economic and industry development outcomes.  

The following priorities are proposed for endorsement: 

Council Projects  

 South Rockhampton Flood Levee  

 North Rockhampton Sewage Treatment Plant Augmentation  

 Parkhurst Development Infrastructure 

 Bulk Water Supply Infrastructure 

 Airport Developments 

 Pilbeam Theatre Redevelopment Design and Business Case 

 Zoo and Botanic Gardens Redevelopment  

 Glenroy Bridge Design and Business Cases  

 North Rocky Multi-Sports Precinct  

 Mount Morgan and Gracemere Pathways 

Non-Council Projects 

 Further Water Infrastructure Development  

 State Development Area (or alternate support for industrial development) 

 Tourism Facilities Developments  
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 Energy Precinct Development 

 Defence Presence and Activities 

 Health and Education Developments 

 Capricorn Highway Upgrades and Rockhampton Ring Road  

 Community Advocacy  

In order to progress the proposed priorities in a deliberate and targeted way, an advocacy 
framework is also under development and will be workshopped with Council on 3 March 
2021 prior to seeking formal endorsement.   

PREVIOUS DECISIONS 

Council periodically prioritises projects and initiatives for both advocacy and grant funding 
applications. A number of the priorities proposed in this report have been subject to earlier 
Council considerations and decisions.   

BUDGET IMPLICATIONS 

A number of the proposed projects will have a significant impact on Council’s budget over 
the coming years and external support may alleviate some of that impact. Some projects will 
require contributions from Council and will need to be considered in Budget planning and 
Long Term Financial Forecasts.  

STAFFING IMPLICATIONS 

Significant internal staff resources will be required to further develop a number of the 
proposed priorities, support engagement with key stakeholders (including CQROC and 
RDACWQ), develop advocacy materials and support direct advocacy to relevant parties.  

RISK ASSESSMENT 

The proposed advocacy priorities are largely focused on supporting growth and economic 
development. There are risks that the “list” may be too long, that priorities are “under-
prepared” and that the advocacy will be unsuccessful.  

CORPORATE/OPERATIONAL PLAN 

The propose advocacy priorities support multiple Corporate Plan outcomes including: 

 Safe, accessible, reliable and sustainable infrastructure and facilities (1.1) 

 Regional public places that meet our community’s needs (1.2) 

 A destination sought for lifestyle, community events and tourism (2.1) 

 Infrastructure services are driven to deliver future economic growth (2.4) 

 Promote industry diversification to enhance regional economic resilience (2.6) 

 Plan for future population and economic growth giving consideration to a diverse range 
of industries and services (4.4) 

 Productive partnerships with all levels of government and relevant stakeholders (5.1) 

CONCLUSION 

Effectively advocating for Council and wider regional priorities is essential to attracting 
support from Federal and State Governments. Establishing a clear set of priorities will 
enable Council and officers to focus their efforts and better engage with local and regional 
stakeholders to generate support and momentum.  
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6 CLOSURE OF MEETING 
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