
 

 

 
 
 
 
  

COMMUNITIES COMMITTEE 
MEETING 

 
 

AGENDA 
 
 
 

3 JUNE 2014 
 
 
 
 
 

Your attendance is required at a meeting of the Communities Committee to be 
held in the Council Chambers, 232 Bolsover Street, Rockhampton on 3 June 
2014 commencing at 9:00am for transaction of the enclosed business. 

 
 

 

 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER  
27 May 2014 

Next Meeting Date: 01.07.14 
 



 

 

 

Please note: 
 

In accordance with the Local Government Regulation 2012, please be advised that all discussion held 
during the meeting is recorded for the purpose of verifying the minutes. This will include any discussion 
involving a Councillor, staff member or a member of the public. 
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Contents 

1 OPENING 

2 PRESENT 

Members Present: 

Councillor R A Swadling (Chairperson) 
The Mayor, Councillor M F Strelow 
Councillor S J Schwarten 
Councillor C E Smith 
Councillor C R Rutherford 

In Attendance: 

Mr E Pardon – Chief Executive Officer 
Mr M Rowe – General Manager Community Services 

3 APOLOGIES AND LEAVE OF ABSENCE   

4 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES  

Minutes of the Communities Committee held 29 April 2014 

5 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN MATTERS ON THE 
AGENDA
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Business Outstanding 

6 BUSINESS OUTSTANDING 
6.1 Business Outstanding Table for Communities Committee 

6.1 BUSINESS OUTSTANDING TABLE FOR COMMUNITIES COMMITTEE 

File No: 10097 

Attachments: 1. Business Outstanding Table for 
Communities   

Responsible Officer: Evan Pardon - Chief Executive Officer  

Author: Evan Pardon - Chief Executive Officer          
 

SUMMARY 

The Business Outstanding table is used as a tool to monitor outstanding items resolved at 
previous Council or Committee Meetings. The current Business Outstanding table for the 
Communities Committee is presented for Councillors’ information. 

Recommendation 

 

OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATION 

THAT the Business Outstanding Table for the Communities Committee be received. 
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Date Report Title Resolution 
Responsible 

Officer 
  Due Date Notes 

04 February 2014 New Regulatory System -
Community Housing 

THAT Council resolves to: 

1. Enter into discussion regarding a 
transfer of ownership of the properties at 
7 and 9 Charles Street with suitable 
providers, along with the contingent 
liability to the State in relation to these 
properties and;  

2. Authorise negotiations for a suitable 
arrangement for the most favourable 
return on the land. 

Cheryl Haughton 18/02/2014 Negotiations have commenced with 
Department and housing provider 

 

29 April 2014 Community Assistance 
Program  

THAT Council approves the following 
applications for funding from the Community 
Assistance Program as resolved at the 
meeting. 
 

Cheryl Haughton 13/05/2014  

29 April 2014 Proposed term lease of 
Reserve Lot 6 on R26251 
and Lot 2 on R2616 (City 
Child Care and 
Rockhampton Regional 
Council) 

THAT Council make representation to State 
Government regarding dealing with part of 
Reserve Lot 6 on R26251 and Lot 2 on 
R2616 (Childcare Centre) prior to formalising 
any action. 

Cheryl Haughton 13/05/2014  
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7 PUBLIC FORUMS/DEPUTATIONS  

Nil
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Officers' Reports 

8 OFFICERS' REPORTS 
8.1 Monthly Operational Report for April 2014 -  Facilities Man

8.1 MONTHLY OPERATIONAL REPORT FOR APRIL 2014 -  FACILITIES 
MANAGEMENT UNIT 

agement Unit 

File No: 1464 

Attachments: 1. Monthly operational report   

Responsible Officer: Cheryl Haughton - Manager Community Services 
Michael Rowe - General Manager Community Services  

Author: Sharon Sommerville - Coordinator Facilities          
 

SUMMARY 

This report provides information for Councillors on the operational activities of the Facilities 
Unit during April 2014. 

Recommendation 

 

OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATION 

THAT the Facilities Unit Monthly Operational Report be received. 
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Monthly ope eport rational r
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8.2 Community Assistance Program 

8.2 COMMUNITY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 

File No: 7822 

Attachments: 1. Community Assistance Program - 
Attachment to report to Communities 
Committee 3 June 2014   

Authorising Officer: Michael Rowe - General Manager Community Services  

Author: Cheryl Haughton - Manager Community Services          
 

SUMMARY 

Applications to the Community Assistance Program have been received from Black Dog Ball 
Committee Inc, International Legends of League Pty Ltd, Rockhampton NAIDOC Week 
Committee and Rotary Club of Rockhampton North.  The applications were assessed and all 
were recommended for funding for the total amount of $12,000. 

Recommendation 

 

OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATION 

THAT Council approves the following applications for funding from the Community 
Assistance Program: 

Applicant Purpose of Sponsorship Sponsorship 
Recommended 

Black Dog Ball Committee Inc 2014 Black Dog Ball $2,000 
International Legends of 
League Pty Ltd 

International Legends of League - 
Rockhampton event 2014 

$2,000 

Rockhampton NAIDOC Week 
Committee 2014 NAIDOC Expo 

$3,000 

Rotary Club of Rockhampton 
North 2014 Rocky Swap 

$5,000 

 

 

COMMENTARY 

Four applications to the Community Assistance Program have been received for a requested 
amount of $34,300.  The attached spreadsheet gives details of the applications. 

The applications have been assessed in accordance with the Community Grants Procedure 
and recommendations are provided based on the assessment criteria with the grant matrix 
applied to indicate the recommended funding level. 

The objective of the Black Dog Ball, held during Mental Health Week is to raise awareness 
of mental health and wellbeing across the Central Queensland community.  The 2014 event 
being held at Paradise Lagoons will focus on the agricultural industry hoping to raise funds 
to enable the delivery of the ASSIST (Applied Suicide Intervention Skills Training) program 
free of charge to members of the community such as bank staff, accountants and service 
providers.  This program aims to increase the capacity of community members to identify 
and respond to those farmers who may be undergoing hardship due to severe drought, and 
are at risk of suicide.   

In return for $10,000 financial contribution from Council the Black Dog Ball Committee has 
offered gold sponsorship that consists of benefits such as inclusion of corporate logos on 
promotional material including print, television, social media, ball program; opportunity to 
display promotional material at the event; inclusion of support in official speeches and 10 
tickets to the ball.  It is noted however that promotional material already available does not 
include any acknowledgement of Council. 

The panel has assessed the application and recommends that $2,000 be provided to Black 
Dog Ball Committee for the 2014 Black Dog Ball. 
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International Legends of League Pty Ltd has sought corporate sponsorship from Council to 
the value of $10,000 for the 2014 International Legends of League – Rockhampton Event.  
The main event is the charity rugby league match between former State of Origin players.  
However, in the lead up to the event it is proposed that several players will participate in a 
number of community engagements including school and hospital visits, coaching clinics and 
corporate engagements for other sponsors.  Last year these events included attendance at a 
function for a local business, coaching clinic for Yeppoon Junior Rugby League Club, playing 
football with children at Woorabinda School, and a barbeque with staff and residents of the 
Mimosa Creek Healing Centre. 

In return for a $10,000 investment International Legends of League Pty Ltd will incorporate 
Council logo on all media, team apparel and signage at the event; recognize Council’s 
sponsorship on radio, during the game and official dinner; and invite Mayor Strelow to make 
an address. 

As per the budget supplied for the event, approximately 75% of the expenditure relates to 
costs associated with player fees, travel, accommodation and catering, and team apparel.  
The applicant has estimated a crowd of 4,500 will attend the charity rugby league match, 
resulting in gate fees of only $11,000 (equating to an average cost of $2.45 per person).  
The panel recommends to council that $2,000 sponsorship be provided for the 2014 
International Legends of League – Rockhampton Event. 

The Community NAIDOC Expo is held annually at Rockhampton Cricket Grounds at the 
conclusion of the NAIDOC March from City Hall.  The Rockhampton NAIDOC Week 
Committee has sought $3,000 financial support from Council for the 2014 NAIDOC Expo to 
assist with venue and equipment hire costs for the event.   

As per the application the Committee anticipates 3000 people will participate at the Expo 
that will promote and showcase Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander culture through music, 
dance, traditional food, art and children’s activities.  Stall holders promoting community and 
government services as well as industry and employment opportunities will also attend. 

To offset expenditure, the NAIDOC Week Committee has set a site fee for stall holders, 
sought funding from other government departments and secured sponsorship from local 
business.  According to the budget supplied a shortfall of $3,000 exists.  The panel has 
assessed the application and recommends that the NAIDOC Week Expo be provided with 
$3,000 as requested.  

Rotary Club of Rockhampton North has sought $11,300 sponsorship from Council for the 
18th Annual Rocky Swap taking place at the Rockhampton Showgrounds on Saturday 2 
August 2014. 

The Rocky Swap meet is a significant event on the swap meet circuit.  This year’s event 
organisers anticipate 900 swappers and 13,000 buyers will attend from Victoria, New South 
Wales and across Queensland bringing some economic benefit to our region through 
hospitality and retail spending. 

As per the Hire Agreement for the Rockhampton Showgrounds, the Rotary Club of 
Rockhampton North has elected to take the Hire Option that allows for hire fees plus a gate 
levy based on attendance.  The hire fee is for the use of the entire showgrounds for a 5 day 
period. 

With the requested financial support from Council to assist with hire charges for set up, 
event day, bump out day and waste collection ($11,300) Rotary Club of Rockhampton North 
expects to raise $61,000.  The Club has indicated that this money will be distributed to local 
schools, charities, sporting and service groups as well as international programs supported 
by Rotary. 

Apart from $500 support from Ergon Energy the projected budget does not indicate that 
sponsorship has been sought from any organization other than Council. 

Since amalgamation Rockhampton Regional Council has provided inkind support for venue 
hire at Rockhampton Showgrounds for the Rocky Swap meet.  The panel has assessed the 



COMMUNITIES COMMITTEE AGENDA  3 JUNE 2014 

Page (24) 

application from Rotary Club of Rockhampton North and has determined that the club could 
now coordinate the annual Rocky Swap successfully with less reliance on Council for 
financial support.  The panel recommends to Council that funding for the 2014 Rocky Swap 
be limited to $5,000. 
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Community Assistance Program - Attachment t o Communities Committee 3 June 2014 o report t
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8.3 Regional Arts Development Fund - Recommendatio e 

8.3 REGIONAL ARTS DEVELOPMENT FUND - RECOMMENDATIONS 2013-14 
ROUND THREE 

ns 2013-14 Round Thre

File No: 8944 

Attachments: 1. Regional Arts Development Fund - 
Recommendations from 2013-14 funding 
round three   

Authorising Officer: Michael Rowe - General Manager Community Services  

Author: Peter Owens - Manager Arts and Heritage          
 

SUMMARY 

Applications received for round three of the 2013-14 Regional Arts Development Fund have 
been assessed by the RADF Committee and one is recommended for funding for a total 
amount of $2,256. 

Recommendation 

 

OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATION 

THAT Council approves the following applications for funding from the Regional Arts 
Development Fund and advises Arts Queensland of its intention to roll over unexpended 
funds as per the program funding agreement as detailed in the report 

Applicant Purpose of Grant Grant Recommended 

Rockhampton Little Theatre Writers workshop by 
Playwright Robert Kronk 

$2,256 

 

 

COMMENTARY 

The Regional Arts Development Fund is a joint program of the Queensland Government 
(administered by Arts Queensland) and the Rockhampton Regional Council. 

In the 2013-14 financial year each party is contributing $39,705 (adjusted from $50,000 
following deamalgamation) to the available funding pool of $79,410 to be distributed over 
three rounds. 

Three applications were received for a requested amount of $22,736 in the third round of 
funding for 2013-14. 

The RADF Committee has assessed the applications and recommends to Council that 
funding be approved as per the attached spreadsheet. 

At the conclusion of this funding round an unexpended amount of $25,370 will remain in the 
2013-14 funding pool.  As per ‘Agreed Term 4, 4.3 – Obligations of the Council’ of the 2013-
14 Regional Arts Development Fund Funding Agreement it is recommended that Council 
advise Arts Queensland of its intention to roll over all surplus funds to the 2014-15 financial 
year and record this surplus in an amended Council Financial Summary of the 2014-15 
RADF Expression of Interest 2014-15. 
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Regional Arts Development Fund - Recomm s from 2013-14 funding round three endation
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8.4 Rockhampton River Festival 

8.4 ROCKHAMPTON RIVER FESTIVAL 

File No: 456 

Attachments: Nil  

Authorising Officer: Michael Rowe - General Manager Community Services  

Author: Peter Owens - Manager Arts and Heritage          
 

SUMMARY 

Mayor Strelow has proposed the establishment of an annual community-based festival event 
for the region with the inaugural Rockhampton River Festival to held in July 2015. 

Recommendation 

 

OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATION 

THAT Council endorse the establishment of the Rockhampton River Festival and give 
consideration to the allocation of an operational budget in the 14/15 and 15/16 financial 
years with the inaugural event to be held in July 2015. 
 

COMMENTARY 

Earlier this year Mayor Strelow initiated discussion around the idea of establishing a 
signature event for Rockhampton to be known as the Rockhampton River Festival. 

Broadly, the concept for the event was to create a community celebration that focuses on the 
river and the central role that it plays in our community. 

These discussions have continued and it is now appropriate to seek the formal endorsement 
of Council in presenting the inaugural event in 2015. 

The aims of the event are  

• To develop an annual event that celebrates Rockhampton as the heart of Central 
Queensland  

• To create an event that builds community identity, morale and a sense of place  

• To develop a high level program of performing and visual arts events  

• To engage the community in participation in making and attending arts and cultural 
experiences  

• To build the economic, social and cultural life of Rockhampton  

The Rockhampton River Festival aims to be a whole-of-community celebration. 

Timing 

While early discussions focused on the first event being held in 2014 it soon became clear 
that a longer planning timeline was required and it was agreed that 2015 would see the 
creation of this signature event for the region. 

Following discussion with a range of local organisation and reviewing the regions calendar of 
existing events it was agreed that an event held in mid-July would have limited impact on 
existing events and would also capitalize on the winter sunshine and generally fine weather 
at that time of year. 

It is proposed to set the festival dates to run from the last weekend of the June/July school 
holidays to the following weekend with the signature outdoor community event held on the 
first weekend (i.e. in 2015 from Saturday 11 July to Sunday 19 July). This timing coincides 
with the Mackay Festival of the Arts and would potentially allow the two events to share 
some artists across both events for costs savings in travel etc while still maintaining the 
unique character of each event.  

In 2015, Council is also already committed to presenting both the Queensland Theatre 
Company’s production of Kelly and the Australian Opera’s Barber of Seville at the Pilbeam 
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Theatre in this week. During the festival the Rockhampton Art Gallery will also feature a 
locally created exhibition on the port history of the city. 

Cornerstone Event on Sunday 12 July 2015 

The Fitzroy River unites the city and the region – it is vital to sustaining the community – 
economically, socially and culturally.  

As such it is proposed that the cornerstone event for the Rockhampton River Festival would 
be a free family-focused event held on Sunday 12 July 2015 in Riverside Park between 
Fitzroy and William streets. The event site would also potentially include East street and 
East lane thus enabling a number of spaces to be established for different types of activities.   

It is envisaged that the program would include a “main stage” constructed at the intersection 
of Denham and Quay Streets which would program local and national performing artists, 
culminating in a finale event  on  the  Sunday  evening  (including  fireworks). The program  
would  bring  national  acts  to  the  city  to  bring  profile  to  the  event,  but would focus on 
supporting and developing local artists and the local community. 

The potential would exist for other community and commercial interests to develop their own 
events that might be held in the event period, especially in the CBD over the first weekend, 
thereby ensuring the festival meets the needs of the widest possible section of our 
community and potentially resulting in savings on logistics costs (including road closures, 
equipment hire, etc). 

Festival Coordination 

Initial discussions around a 2014 event suggested that the Creative Capricorn may be able 
to undertake the coordination of the festival however when it was agreed the inaugural event 
would be held in 2015 other options were considered given that the Creative Capricorn 
program comes to a conclusion in late 2014. 

Mindful of the need to provide a level of corporate oversight and for Council to significantly 
underwrite the event (at least in its early years) it is proposed that the festival be coordinated 
by the existing Arts and Heritage Events team in the same way that the Mackay Festival of 
the Arts and Cairns Festivals are coordinated by their respective regional Councils. 

Budget 

Following is an indicative budget for the Rockhampton River Festival. This investment from 
Council is consistent with the direct financial and in-kind commitment made by the Mackay 
Regional Council to the Mackay Festival of the Arts. It is hoped that once establish the 
festival will attract significant cash sponsorship allowing Council is reduce its cash 
contribution to the event. 

While the bulk of the direct financial contribution from Council will be required in the 2015/16 
financial year it is anticipated that a budget of approximately $30,000 would be required in 
the coming 14/15 financial year. 
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INCOME $ EXPENDITURE $ 

Sponsorship (cash)  10,000     

Sponsorship (in-kind - media)  20,000 Marketing  50,000 

Sponsorship (in-kind - other)  10,000 Artist Fees  60,000 

   Artist Travel/Accom  15,000 

   Equipment Hire - site  20,000 

   Equipment Hire - production  30,000 

   Fireworks  10,000 

   Security  5,000 

RRC Contribution     

Cash  150,000    
In-kind - existing programming  30,000 Theatre and Art Gallery program  30,000 
In-kind - equipment  20,000 Council equipment and labour  20,000 

      
Community Contribution (in-
ki d)

 20,000 Volunteer Labour  20,000 

      

TOTAL 260,000 
260 000

TOTAL 260,000 
260 000  
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8.5 Community Entertainment Fund - Funding recommendatio 4 

8.5 COMMUNITY ENTERTAINMENT FUND - FUNDING RECOMMENDATIONS 
ROUND 1 / 2014 

ns Round 1 / 201

File No: 7822 

Attachments: 1. CEF Round 1/2014 Assessment Outcomes 
Table   

Authorising Officer: Michael Rowe - General Manager Community Services  

Author: Peter Owens - Manager Arts and Heritage          
 

SUMMARY 

Applications received for the first round of the 2014 Community Entertainment Fund have 
been assessed and five are recommended for funding for a total amount of $5,000. 

Recommendation 

 

OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATION 

THAT Council approves the following applications for funding from the Community 
Entertainment Fund 

Applicant Project Name Granted 

Renegades Netball Team Family Fun Day $500 

Bouldercombe Progress Association 
Inc 

Bouldercombe Lion's Park Christmas 
Fair 

$500 

Golden Mount Festival Assoc Fathers Day Picnic $500 

Parkhurst & District Pony Club Parkhurst & District Pony Club - Open 
Hack Day 

$1,500 

Rockhampton Oztag Rockhampton Oztag Corporate 
Charity Challenge 

$2,000 

 

 

COMMENTARY 

From the program guidelines 

The Community Events Fund’s primary focus is to increase public utilisation of parks and 
open spaces within the Rockhampton Region by activating these spaces through the 
provision of free or low cost music / entertainment / performing arts / fun activities for the 
community 

While a priority will be given to activities that meet the needs of the widest possible sections 
of our community, activities that are designed to target specific groups within our community 
such as young people, will be considered where the applicant can demonstrate a community 
need and an overall value in the activity being funded. 

The program is available for not-for-profit incorporated and non-incorporated organisations, 
groups, individuals and private enterprise to deliver activities on a non-commercial basis i.e. 
admission fees and ticket pricing shall generally not apply to any event offered to the public. 
Where a fee or paid admission is required, the applicant must demonstrate how Council’s 
support has significantly reduced the cost to participate in the activity. 

Events meeting the following criteria: 

• Safe increased use of public spaces through music / entertainment / performing arts / fun 
activities 

• Focus on delivering the widest possible community participation so as to enhance the 
overall lifestyle afforded to Rockhampton Region residents 
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• Having defined and discernible event or project outcomes  

• Are new and unique events in the Rockhampton Region 

may be provided with the following Council assistance: 

• Provision of event based funding to a maximum of $4,000 per application. 

• Access to location specific services e.g. electricity, water and refuse receptacles 

• Supply of additional services to facilitate the event e.g. Refuse receptacles and collection, 
traffic management plans and temporary barricades. 

Eight applications were received for a requested amount of $27,750 in this the first round of 
the program. 

An assessment committee comprising, Mayor Strelow; General Manager Community 
Services, Mr Michael Rowe; Manager Community Services and Facilities, Mrs Cheryl 
Haughton and Manager Arts and Heritage, Mr Peter Owens has assessed the applications 
and recommends to Council that funding be approved as per the attached spreadsheet. 
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CEF Round 1/2014 Ass Outcomes Table essment 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COMMUNITY ENTERTAINMENT FUND - 
FUNDING RECOMMENDATIONS 
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Strategic Reports 

9 STRATEGIC REPORTS 
9.1 Information Bulletin for Arts and Heritag

9.1 INFORMATION BULLETIN FOR ARTS AND HERITAGE FOR APRIL 2014 
e for April 2014 

File No: 1464 

Attachments: 1. Information Bulletin for Arts and Heritage for 
April 2014   

Authorising Officer: Michael Rowe - General Manager Community Services  

Author: Peter Owens - Manager Arts and Heritage          
 

SUMMARY 

The report provides information on the programs and activities of the Arts and Heritage 
section for April 2014 

Recommendation 

 

OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATION 

THAT the information bulletin reporting on the programs and activities of the Arts and 
Heritage section for April 2014 be received 
 

COMMENTARY 

The Arts and Heritage section has responsibility for the following areas: 

1. Art Gallery 

2. Heritage Services 

3. Venue Operations  

 (Pilbeam Theatre, Walter Reid Cultural Centre, Rockhampton Showgrounds) 

4. Events 

5. Creative Capricorn 
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Information Bulletin for Art ritage for April 2014 s and He
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9.2 Information Bulletin Communities and F

9.2 INFORMATION BULLETIN COMMUNITIES AND FACILITIES 
acilities 

File No: 1464 

Attachments: 1. Information Bulletin Communities and 
Facilities    

Authorising Officer: Michael Rowe - General Manager Community Services  

Author: Cheryl Haughton - Manager Community Services          
 

SUMMARY 

This report provides information on the activities of the Community and Facilities section for 
the month of April 2014. 

Recommendation 

 

OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATION 

THAT the Information Bulletin reporting on the activities of the Communities and Facilities 
section for the month of April 2014 be received. 
 

COMMENTARY 

The Communities and Facilities section has responsibility for the following community 
service areas: 

1. Administration 

 Community Assistance Program 

 Community Hall Hire 

 Community Safety 

 Community Development 

2. Libraries 

 Community Programs 

 Collections 

 Utilisation 

 Technology Centre 

3. Home Assist Secure 

4. Child Care 

The attached report contains information on the activities of these program areas for the 
month of April 2014.  A separate report is provided for the Facilities unit. 
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Information Bulletin Co s and Facilities  mmunitie
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10 NOTICES OF MOTION  

Nil  
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11 URGENT BUSINESS/QUESTIONS  

Urgent Business is a provision in the Agenda for members to raise questions or matters of a 
genuinely urgent or emergent nature, that are not a change to Council Policy and can not be 
delayed until the next scheduled Council or Committee Meeting 
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12 CLOSURE OF MEETING 
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