
 

 

 
 
 
 
  

HEALTH & COMPLIANCE 
COMMITTEE MEETING 

 
 

AGENDA 
 
 
 

1 APRIL 2014 
 
 
 
 
 

Your attendance is required at a meeting of the Health & Compliance 
Committee to be held in the Council Chambers, 232 Bolsover Street, 
Rockhampton on 1 April 2014 commencing at 12:30pm for transaction of the 
enclosed business. 

 
 

 

 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER  
25 March 2014 

Next Meeting Date: 06.05.14 
 



 

 

 

Please note: 
 

In accordance with the Local Government Regulation 2012, please be advised that all discussion held 
during the meeting is recorded for the purpose of verifying the minutes. This will include any discussion 
involving a Councillor, staff member or a member of the public. 
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Contents 

1 OPENING 

2 PRESENT 

Members Present: 

Councillor C E Smith (Chairperson) 
The Mayor, Councillor M F Strelow 
Councillor N K Fisher 
Councillor A P Williams 

In Attendance: 

Mr E Pardon – Chief Executive Officer 
Mr M Rowe – General Manager Community Services 

3 APOLOGIES AND LEAVE OF ABSENCE   

4 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES  

Minutes of the Health & Compliance Committee held 4 March 2014 

5 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN MATTERS ON THE 
AGENDA
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Business Outstanding 

6 BUSINESS OUTSTANDING 
6.1 Business Outstanding Table for Health and Compliance Comm

6.1 BUSINESS OUTSTANDING TABLE FOR HEALTH AND COMPLIANCE 
COMMITTEE 

ittee 

File No: 10097 

Attachments: 1. Business Outstanding Table for Health and 
Compliance   

Responsible Officer: Evan Pardon - Chief Executive Officer  

Author: Evan Pardon - Chief Executive Officer          
 

SUMMARY 

The Business Outstanding table is used as a tool to monitor outstanding items resolved at 
previous Council or Committee Meetings. The current Business Outstanding table for the 
Health and Compliance Committee is presented for Councillors’ information. 

Recommendation 

 

OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATION 

THAT the Business Outstanding Table for the Health and Compliance Committee be 
received. 
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and Compliance 

 
 
 
 
 

Meeting Date: 1 April 2014 
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Date Report Title Resolution Responsible Officer Due Date Notes 

06 November 2013 Enforcement of Cat 
Registration 

THAT Council refer correspondence to 
Council Officers for response.  
 

Michael Rowe 13/11/2013 Registration and enforcement 
changes to be given effect in the 
2014/15 budget. 

04 February 2014 Pest Survey Program 1 April 
2014 - 30 June 2014 

THAT in accordance with the Land 
Protection (Pest and Stock Route 
Management) Act 2002, Council 
approves the Pest Survey Program, as 
detailed in Attachment 1 of the report, 
for the localities of Alton Downs 
between Tuesday 1 April 2014 and 
Monday 30 June 2014. 

 

Catherine Hayes 18/02/2014  

04 March 2014 Deputation - Wade Oestreich 
and Nick Weinert 
Department of Environment 
and Hertiage Protection -
Flying-Fox Roost 
Management 

THAT the deputation from the 
Department of Environment and 
Heritage Protection regarding the 
management of Flying-Fox Roosts be 
‘received’. 
 

Kerri Dorman 18/03/2014  

04 March 2014 Business Outstanding Table 
for Health and Compliance 
Committee 

THAT the Business Outstanding Table 
for the Health and Compliance 
Committee be received. 

Evan Pardon 11/03/2014  

04 March 2014 Health and Environment 
Activity Statement for 
January 2014 

THAT the Health and Environment 
Activity Statement for January 2014 be 
received. 

Catherine Hayes 18/03/2014  

04 March 2014 Local Laws Monthly 
Statistics for December 2013 
and January 2014 

THAT the Local Laws Monthly Statistics 
for December 2013 and January 2014 
be received. 

Steve Best 18/03/2014  
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7 PUBLIC FORUMS/DEPUTATIONS  

Nil
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Officers' Reports 

8 OFFICERS' REPORTS 
8.1 Flying Fox Statement of Management In

8.1 FLYING FOX STATEMENT OF MANAGEMENT INTENT 
tent 

File No: 3247 

Attachments: 1. Flying-fox Roost Management    

Authorising Officer: Michael Rowe - General Manager Community Services  

Author: Catherine Hayes - Manager Health & Environment           
 

SUMMARY 

The Manager Health and Environment is seeking Council’s direction regarding a Flying-fox 
Statement of Management Intent for the Rockhampton Region 

Recommendation 

 

OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATION 

THAT Council adopt the Flying-Fox Statement of Management Intent. 
 

COMMENTARY 

In November 2013, the Queensland Government introduced a new approach to Flying-Fox 
roost management that empowers local governments to make decisions about how to best 
manage individual flying-fox roosts in urban areas and authorises them to act on these 
decisions without the need for a permit under the Nature Conservation Act 1992.  

Essentially Local Governments are now authorised as-of-right to manage, including 
disperse, flying-fox roosts in defined urban areas – referred to as urban flying-fox 
management areas (UFFMA) – with the as-of-right management activities limited to non-
lethal methods taken in accordance with a Code of Practice – Ecologically Sustainable 
Management of Flying-Fox Roosts.  

Local Governments wishing to conduct non-code compliant activities within a UFFMA or 
manage a roost outside of the UFFMA are required to obtain a Flying-Fox Roost 
Management Permit (FFRMP) from the Department of Environment and Heritage Protection. 
Individual property owners inside or outside a UFFMA must apply for a permit (FFRMP).  

Legislation will be introduced to allow the Minister for Environment and Heritage Protection 
to require a local government to prepare a Statement of Management Intent (SoMI) for roost 
management in its UFFMA. 

A SoMI enables a local government to declare to its community its management intent for 
both existing and new roosts in their UFFMA.   It may also include details of factors that 
Council would consider before deciding whether to take any action at a particular site, details 
of additional factors that Council would consider in deciding the most appropriate action to 
take at particular sites and details of further factors that Council would consider, where 
Council decides, for particular sites, that the most appropriate action is dispersal. No 
approval by the department is currently required for these statements. 

A SoMI has been drafted, as attached, which outlines Council’s intention and considerations 
on how it will manage flying fox roosts within and outside the UFFMA. 

The intent in the SoMI is that Council will co-ordinate the management of flying fox roosts on 
Council owned or State land placed under the control of Council pursuant to the Land Act 
1994 within and outside the UFFMA.  Costs relating to the management of the flying fox 
roost will be negotiated prior to the application for or implementation of any permit or action. 

Where a flying fox roost is on Council owned or State land placed under the control of 
Council pursuant to the Land Act 1994 and either State land(s) or private land(s), Council will 
work with the relevant landholder to manage the flying fox roost.  Costs relating to the 
management of the flying fox roost will be the responsibility of both Council and the relevant 
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landholder and will be negotiated prior to the application for or implementation of any permit 
or action. 

Council’s intent is to have no involvement in the management of flying fox roosts solely on 
State land(s) or private land(s) or a combination of the two. 

If residents are dissatisfied with Council’s approach at a particular roost site, they may apply 
for a permit directly from Department of Environment and Heritage Protection. 

PREVIOUS DECISIONS 

In August 2013 Council submitted an application for a Damage Mitigation Permit (now 
known as a Flying Fox Roost Management Permit) associated with a flying fox roost in 
proximity of the Westwood Community Hall, Westwood.  This permit became void with the 
changes in the legislation in late 2013 as the roost is within a UFFMA. 

In February 2014 Council resolved to facilitate the administrative co-ordination of a FFRMP 
in the Kabra locality only if the following conditions are agreed prior to the lodgement of that 
permit:  

(1)  Full cost recovery for all aspects other than administrative co-ordination of the FFRMP  

(2)  State government contribution towards the application for and implementation of the 
FFRMP commensurate with the density of the roost population and area of the roost on 
the unallocated state government.  

(3)  Consensus between impacted private landholders to contribute towards the application 
for and implementation of the FFRMP commensurate with the density of the roost 
population and area of the roost on private land.  

(4)   Acceptance by the impacted parties that post-dispersal migration may result in further 
costs should the roost re-locate within UFFMA or non-UFFMA whereby complaint 
arises.  

BUDGET IMPLICATIONS 

The exact costs associated with flying fox roosts and associated dispersal activity is 
unknown and is dependent on the option adopted for each roost.  Preliminary cost estimates 
for dispersal activities of the Kabra flying-fox roost were up to $160,000. 

LEGISLATIVE CONTEXT 

Nature Conservation Act 1992  

Code of Practice – Ecologically sustainable management of flying-fox roosts  

Code of Practice – Low Impact activities affecting flying-fox roosts.  

Flying-Fox Roost Management Guideline – Queensland  

LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 

Post-dispersal measures may result in additional expense being incurred by Council should 
Council enter into the initial activity.  

STAFFING IMPLICATIONS 

Range from no staff to 1 EHO project manager and on ground staff required for dispersal 
actions. 

RISK ASSESSMENT 

Risk ranges from no risk to high risk dependent on which management operation is adopted 
for each roost. 

CORPORATE/OPERATIONAL PLAN 

Corporate Plan Outcome – A healthy and liveable environment for everyone to enjoy  

Operation Plan - Provide regulatory and compliance services in line with statutory 
requirements and best practice.  
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CONCLUSION 

A SoMI has been drafted to enable Council to declare to the community Council’s 
management intent for both existing and new roosts within and outside Council’s UFFMA’s. 

Council will co-ordinate the management of flying fox roosts on Council owned or State land 
placed under the control of Council pursuant to the Land Act 1994 within and outside the 
UFFMA.  Costs relating to the management of the flying fox roost will be negotiated prior to 
the application for or implementation of any permit or action. 

Where a flying fox roost is on Council owned or State land placed under the control of 
Council pursuant to the Land Act 1994 and either State land(s) or private land(s), Council will 
work with the relevant landholder to manage the flying fox roost.  Costs relating to the 
management of the flying fox roost will be the responsibility of both Council and the relevant 
landholder and will be negotiated prior to the application for or implementation of any permit 
or action. 

Council’s intent is to have no involvement in the management of flying fox roosts solely on 
State land(s) or private land(s) or a combination of the two. 
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1. Authority 

Under the Nature Conservation Act 1992, local governments in Queensland have an as-of-
right authority to undertake roost management at flying-fox roosts in designated Urban 
Flying-Fox Management Areas (UFFMAs). An UFFMA for a local government area is 
defined by maps available from the website of the Department of Environment and Heritage 
Protection (EHP). 

Outside an UFFMA, a local government requires a Flying-fox roost management permit 
(FFRMP), available from EHP. A non-council applicant requires a FFRMP irrespective of the 
location of the roost. 

Further information on the Queensland Government’s roost management framework is 
available at the following webpage:  
http://www.ehp.qld.gov.au/wildlife/livingwith/flyingfoxes/roost-management.html 

 

2. Purpose  

The purpose of this SoMI is to articulate the approach that Rockhampton Regional Council 
will take to the management of flying-fox roosts in the Rockhampton Region. 

 

3. Location of the UFFMA in Rockhampton Regional Council  

A map of the Rockhampton Regional Council UFFMA is available at the following webpage: 
http://www.ehp.qld.gov.au/wildlife/livingwith/flyingfoxes/management-areas.html 

Residents who wish to view a map of their own property in relation to the UFFMA can do so 
through the following website: 
 http://www.ehp.qld.gov.au/wildlife/livingwith/flyingfoxes/management-areas/map-
request.php 

 

4. Council intentions and considerations 

Council will co-ordinate the management of flying fox roosts on Council owned or State land 
placed under the control of Council pursuant to the Land Act 1994 within and outside the 
UFFMA.  Costs relating to the management of the flying fox roost will be negotiated prior to 
the application for or implementation of any permit or action. 

 
Where a flying fox roost is on Council owned or State land placed under the control of 
Council pursuant to the Land Act 1994 and either State land(s) or private land(s), Council will 
work with the relevant landholder to manage the flying fox roost.  Costs relating to the 
management of the flying fox roost will be the responsibility of both Council and the relevant 
landholder and will be negotiated prior to the application for or implementation of any permit 
or action. 
 
Council’s intent is to have no involvement in the management of flying fox roosts solely on 
State land(s) or private land(s) or a combination of the two. 
 
 

http://www.ehp.qld.gov.au/wildlife/livingwith/flyingfoxes/roost-management.html
http://www.ehp.qld.gov.au/wildlife/livingwith/flyingfoxes/management-areas.html
http://www.ehp.qld.gov.au/wildlife/livingwith/flyingfoxes/management-areas/map-request.php
http://www.ehp.qld.gov.au/wildlife/livingwith/flyingfoxes/management-areas/map-request.php
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Factors that Council will consider before deciding whether to take any action at particular 
sites, includes: 
 The wellbeing impacts and concerns that nearby residents are experiencing 
 Whether Council considers that there are any risks to human health or wellbeing from 

the roost  
 Whether the roost is on Council land and State land(s) or private land(s), and if State 

land(s) or private land(s), whether consent for Council to undertake management has 
been provided by all relevant landholders, and full cost recovery, proportionate to the 
land, has been agreed to. 

 
Additional factors that Council will consider in deciding the most appropriate action to take at 
particular sites, includes: 
 The cost of various management actions; and who would contribute to these costs 
 The number of each species of flying-foxes at the roost, and what Council’s intention 

would be should the flying-foxes be breeding or rearing their young 
 Whether good outcomes may be achieved with minimal management interventions 

(such as community education) or moderate management interventions such as 
‘nudging’ or ‘buffering’, processes by which the impact of an existing roost may be 
managed by its reduction. 

 
Further factors that Council will consider, where Council decides, for particular sites, that the 
most appropriate action is dispersal, includes: 
 The number of years that flying-foxes have used a particular roost site 
 The likelihood of flying-foxes relocating to a site of greater conflict with the community 
 Whether flying-foxes at the site are capable of independent flight at the time of year 

proposed for driving them away 
 Whether a proposed management action may cause harm to flying-foxes. 

 
If residents are dissatisfied with Council’s approach at a particular roost site, they may apply 
for a permit directly from EHP.  
 
If a roost is on private land(s), low impact activities may be undertaken by a person as-of-
right under the relevant code of practice. The Code of practice – Low impact activities 
affecting flying-fox roost. 
 
Council’s roost management actions will be undertaken in compliance with the Code of 
Practice – Ecologically sustainable management of flying-fox roosts.  
 

5. Further information 

For further information on flying-fox management contact Council’s Customer Service Centre 
on 1300 22 55 77 or visit Council’s website at http://www.rockhamptonregion.qld.gov.au or 
visit the Department of Environment and Heritage Protections website at 
http://www.ehp.qld.gov.au.  

 

 

 

http://www.rockhamptonregion.qld.gov.au/
http://www.ehp.qld.gov.au/
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Strategic Reports 

9 STRATEGIC REPORTS 
9.1 Health and Environment Activity Statem

9.1 HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENT ACTIVITY STATEMENT FOR FEBRUARY 2014 
ent for February 2014 

File No: 1464 

Attachments: Nil  

Authorising Officer: Michael Rowe - General Manager Community Services  

Author: Catherine Hayes - Manager Health & Environment           
 

SUMMARY 

This report provides information about the activities of Rockhampton Regional Council’s 
Environment and Health Section for the month of February 2014. The Section consists of 
three Units namely Environment and Public Health, Pest Management and Vector 
Management. 

Recommendation 

 

OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATION 

THAT the Health and Environment Activity Statement for February 2014 be received. 
 

COMMENTARY 

ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC HEALTH 

The following is a summary of the activities of the Environment and Public Health Unit for the 
month of February 2014.    

Applications Received 

Business Type Applications Received 

Food Business 5 

Higher Risk Personal Appearance Services 0 

Environmentally Relevant Activity 0 

Annual Inspections Undertaken 

Business Type Annual Inspections  

 

Per Centum Of Businesses 
Inspected  

Food Business 27 5 

Higher Risk Personal 
Appearance Services 

1 7 

Environmentally Relevant 
Activity 

0 0 
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PEST MANAGEMENT 

Complaints and Enquiries from Council’s Customer Request System 

The following table and associated graph were developed from information sourced from 
Council’s customer request system. 

Pest Complaints and Enquiries by Location February 2014 

  Rockhampton Gracemere

Mt 

Morgan 

Alton 

 Downs 

 

Gogango 

 

Kalapa 

Parthenium       

Lantana 2  1    

Leucaena    1   

Giant Rat's 
Tail Grass    

   

Rubber Vine 1      

Other Pest 
Plant 
Species    

   

Non-
Declared 
Class 2 Plant 
Species 1   

   

Spray Trailer 
Hire   2 

   

1 

Other Pest 
Plant 
Requests    

   

Wild 
Dog/Dingo 4   

 

1 

 

1 

 

Fox       

Deer       

Rabbit       

Feral Cat  1 1    

Non-
Declared 
Animal 
Species    

   

TOTAL 8 1 4 2 1 1 
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VECTOR MANAGEMENT 

The following is a summary of the activities of the Pest Management Unit for the month of 
February 2014. 

Surveillance of Fitzroy River: Scheduled surveillance was undertaken one occasion with a 
total of ten sites sampled. Mosquito breeding above the threshold was found on eight sites 
initiating treatment of these sites with a total of 131 hectares being treated.  Post-treatment 
sampling indicated a 98.5 per centum larva mortality rate. 

Surveillance of Urban Saltmarsh: Scheduled surveillance was undertaken on one site. 
Mosquito breeding found on the site was below the threshold resulting in no treatment being 
undertaken. 

Surveillance of Freshwater Areas: Surveillance of thirteen freshwater sites was 
undertaken. Above-threshold mosquito breeding was found in one site, which were treated. 
Post-treatment sampling indicated a 99 per centum larva mortality rate. 

Property Inspections: Property inspections for dengue management were undertaken on 
thirteen properties.  The inspections found nine properties breeding mosquitoes three of 
which produced Aedes Aegypti the dengue fever mosquito.  In each case the source of 
breeding was removed or treated to achieve control.  

Disease Notifications:  The following tables provide data relevant to disease notifications in 
the Rockhampton Region and surrounding areas for February 2014. 

Disease Notifications for Rockhampton Regional Council 

Disease Barmah Forest 
virus 

Ross River virus Dengue fever 

Number of Cases 
Reported 

3 5 0 

Suburb Marmor 

Rockhampton City 

Wandal  

Berserker  

Norman Gardens 

Rockhampton x 2 

The Range 
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Disease Notifications for Gladstone, Livingstone, Mackay and Rockhampton Councils 
including Incidence Number (rate/100,000 population) 

Local Government Barmah Forest virus Ross River virus Dengue fever 

Gladstone Regional 
Council 

4 (6.34) 3 (4.76) (4.76) 

Livingstone Shire 
Council 

1 (3.03) 1 (3.03) 0 

Mackay Regional 
Council 

1 (0.84) 7 (5.88) (2.52) 

Rockhampton 
Regional Council 

3 (3.52) 5 (5.88) 0 

Due to the unavailability of data for the previous report the dengue fever stats are for Jan 
and Feb.  

Complaints and Enquiries from Council’s Customer Request System 

The following table and associated graph were developed from information sourced from 
Council’s customer request system, and provide a précis for the requests received and 
actioned: 

Vector Complaints and Enquiries by Location February 2014 

 Rockhampton Gracemere Mount Morgan Marmor/Bajool

Mosquito 74 0 0 3 

Vermin 7 0 0 0 

Other 1 1 1 0 

Total 82 1 1 3 

 

  

Page (17) 



HEALTH & COMPLIANCE COMMITTEE AGENDA  1 APRIL 2014 

Page (18) 

9.2 Local Laws Monthly Statistics for Febru

9.2 LOCAL LAWS MONTHLY STATISTICS FOR FEBRUARY 2014 
ary 2014 

File No: 1464 

Attachments: 1. Local Laws Monthly Statistics for February 
2014   

Authorising Officer: Michael Rowe - General Manager Community Services  

Author: Steve Best - Manager Local Laws          
 

SUMMARY 

The Local Laws Monthly Statistics for February 2014 is submitted for consideration of the 
Health and Compliance Committee. 

Recommendation 

 

OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATION 

THAT the Local Laws Monthly Statistics for February 2014 be received. 
 

COMMENTARY 

February’s statistics show a reduction in animals rescued from the Pound. This is due to an 
increase of the Parvovirus in the community and is common for this time of year. As the 
majority of animals impounded are found wandering in the community, foster carer’s are 
apprehensive about taking dogs into their care. Our rescue statistics have dropped from 
16.16% in January to 5.65% in February therefore increasing the Euthanasia rate from 18.18 
in January to 37.10% in February (attached). 

Pound staff are taking every precaution to prevent the virus from spreading if it enters the 
facility. As the incubation period for the virus is four to five days and the animals are only in 
Council care for 72 hours is it often unknown if an animal has the virus whilst in the pound 
facility if they aren’t showing symptoms.  

Local Laws are working with Marketing and Engagement to develop strategies to educate 
the public on the importance of vaccinating their pets and Pound Staff are encouraging 
owners who collect their dogs from the pound to have their pets vet checked.  

Month 
No. of Dogs 
Regulated 

July 2013 1 

August 2013 3 

September 2013 8 

October 2013  3 

November 2013 2 

December 2013 0 

January 2014 1 

February 2014 1 
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Local Laws Monthly Sta r February 2014 tistics fo

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LOCAL LAWS MONTHLY STATISTICS 
FOR FEBRUARY 2014 

 
 
 
 
 

Local Laws Monthly Statistics for 
February 2014 

 
 
 
 
 

Meeting Date: 1 April 2014 
 
 
 
 
 

Attachment No: 1
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10 NOTICES OF MOTION  

Nil  
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11 URGENT BUSINESS/QUESTIONS  

Urgent Business is a provision in the Agenda for members to raise questions or matters of a 
genuinely urgent or emergent nature, that are not a change to Council Policy and can not be 
delayed until the next scheduled Council or Committee Meeting 
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12 CLOSURE OF MEETING 
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