
 

 

 
 
 
 
  

PARKS, RECREATION AND SPORT 
COMMITTEE MEETING 

 
 

AGENDA 
 
 
 

19 JULY 2017 
 
 
 
 
 

Your attendance is required at a meeting of the Parks, Recreation and Sport 
Committee to be held in the Council Chambers, 232 Bolsover Street, 
Rockhampton on 19 July 2017 commencing at 12.30pm for transaction of the 
enclosed business. 

 

 
 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER  

11 July 2017 

Next Meeting Date: 16.08.17 

 



 

 

 

Please note: 
 

In accordance with the Local Government Regulation 2012, please be advised that all discussion held 
during the meeting is recorded for the purpose of verifying the minutes. This will include any discussion 
involving a Councillor, staff member or a member of the public. 
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1 OPENING 

2 PRESENT 

 Members Present: 

Councillor C R Rutherford (Chairperson) 
The Mayor, Councillor M F Strelow 
Councillor R A Swadling 
Councillor N K Fisher 
Councillor M D Wickerson 

In Attendance: 

Mr M Rowe – General Manager Community Services  (Executive Officer)  
Mr E Pardon – Chief Executive Officer 

3 APOLOGIES AND LEAVE OF ABSENCE  

 Leave of absence previously granted to Councillor Ellen Smith  

4 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES  

Minutes of the Parks, Recreation and Sport Committee held 17 May 2017 

5 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN MATTERS ON THE 
AGENDA
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6 BUSINESS OUTSTANDING 

6.1 BUSINESS OUTSTANDING TABLE FOR PARKS, RECREATION AND SPORT 
COMMITTEE 

File No: 10097 

Attachments: 1. Business Outstanding Table    

Authorising Officer: Evan Pardon - Chief Executive Officer  

Author: Evan Pardon - Chief Executive Officer          
 

SUMMARY 

The Business Outstanding table is used as a tool to monitor outstanding items resolved at 
previous Council or Committee Meetings. The current Business Outstanding table for the 
Parks, Recreation and Sport Committee is presented for Councillors’ information. 
 

OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATION 

THAT the Business Outstanding Table for the Parks, Recreation and Sport Committee be 
received. 
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Meeting Date Report Title Resolution Responsible 
Officer 

Due Date Comments 

16 November 
2016 

Tree Planting Program for 
Rockhampton Region 

THAT officers prepare a discussion 
paper on a strategy for tree planting 
throughout the Rockhampton 
Region. 

Michael Rowe 30/11/2016  

15 March 2017 Cemeteries Policy: 
Supplementary Report 

  

THAT: 

1. The supplementary report on 
the Cemeteries Policy be 
received; 

2. A further report be prepared on 
the impacts and implications of 
a Cemetery  Maintenance 
Trust for the Gracemere 
Cemetery; and 

3. A further report be presented in 
regard to the reservation and 
pre-purchase of burial  plots 
at Gracemere Cemetery.  

Vincent Morrice 31/08/2017  

19 April 2017 Springers Lagoon 
Gracemere 

THAT Council stabilises the area 
and enhances the site as a nature-
based recreation area as outlined in 
option 3 of the report as the 
management and maintenance plan 
for Springers Lagoon, with 
consideration to be given to a road 
closure limiting access through the 
area.   

Christine Bell 04/08/2017 The Parks Planning and 
Projects team have prepared 
a site design and indicative 
staging for endorsement.  
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7 PUBLIC FORUMS/DEPUTATIONS  

Nil
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8 OFFICERS' REPORTS 

8.1 PARKS AND OPEN SPACE OPERATIONS REPORT - MAY AND JUNE 2017 

File No: 1464 

Attachments: 1. Parks Monthly Report June 2017   

Authorising Officer: Michael Rowe - General Manager Community Services  

Author: Robert Holmes - Manager Parks          
 

SUMMARY 

This report provides information on the activities and services of Parks and Open Space 
Section for the months of May and June 2017. 
 

OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATION 

THAT the report on the activities and services of Parks and Open Space Section for May 
and June 2017 be received. 
 

COMMENTARY 

The Parks and Open Space Section is responsible for the following areas: 

1. Park Visitor Services 

o Kershaw Gardens 

o Rockhampton Botanic Gardens 

o Rockhampton Zoo    

o Cemeteries  

2. Park Operations 

o Park and Landscape Maintenance 

o Street & Park Tree management 

o Public Amenity and Cleansing 

3. Park Planning and Projects 

o Sport and Recreation  

Sport and Education Services 

Aquatic Facilities 

o Park Facilities maintenance 

o Planning, Design and Project delivery 

4. Parks Administration and Management 

o Park bookings 

o Customer Service 

o Policy development and service levels review 

The attached report contains information on the activities and services of these areas for 
May and June 2017. 
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MONTHLY OPERATIONS REPORT 

PARKS AND OPEN SPACE SECTION 

Period Ended 31 May and 30 June 2017 

 
VARIATIONS, ISSUES AND INNOVATIONS 

Innovations 

Improvements / Deterioration in Levels of Services or Cost Drivers 
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LINKAGES TO OPERATIONAL PLAN 

1. COMPLIANCE WITH CUSTOMER SERVICE REQUESTS 

The response times for completing the predominant customer requests in the reporting period for Parks are as below: 

May 2017 
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2. COMPLIANCE WITH STATUTORY AND REGULATORY REQUIREMENTS INCLUDING SAFETY, RISK AND OTHER LEGISLATIVE 
MATTERS 

Safety Statistics 

The safety statistics for the reporting period are: 

 

 

Number of Lost Time 

Injuries 

Number of Days Lost 

Due to Injury 

Total Number of 

Incidents Reported 

Number of 

Incomplete 

Hazard 

Inspections 

FOURTH 

QUARTER 

Apr 1 17 5 7 

May 0 0 4 8 

June 2 22 6 5 

Risk Management Summary 

Potential Risk 
Current 

Risk 
Rating 

Future Control & Risk Treatment 
Plans 

Due Date 
% 

Completed 
Comments 

Animal housing at the Zoo does not meet 
the required standard (inclusive of; animal 
husbandry, record keeping, staffing & asset 
renewal) resulting in:  

 Loss of zoo licences / closure of facility; 

 Injury or death to an animal; 

 Negative public perception; 

 Staff turnover; 

 Injury or death to zookeepers. 

Moderate 
6 

1. Documented procedures rolling 
review.  

2. Annually review development 
options, links to budget to upgrade 
exhibits as required. 

3. Staff to monitor and contribute to 
review/formation of industry guidelines 
standards. 

30/11/16 20 

Procedure Manual review/ 
update is continuing. 

Budget approval for further 
construction deferred to 
2016-17 

On-going 

Tree fails resulting in: injury/death; damage 
to property; damage to Council’s reputation; 
negative financial impact. Low 7  

1. Prepare Procedure to align with 
adopted Policy. 

2. Programmed maintenance works to 
be implemented to full capacity. 

30/04/16 70 

Tree Management Policy 
adopted, work proceeding on 
Procedure to support. 

Programs drafted, 
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Potential Risk 
Current 

Risk 
Rating 

Future Control & Risk Treatment 
Plans 

Due Date 
% 

Completed 
Comments 

3. Ergon Service Level Agreement is to 
be in place and implemented. 

implementation commenced; 
to be monitored. 

Loss of significant/ historic/ iconic botanical 
collections resulting in negative publicity 
and loss of: reputation; region’s “green” 
status; iconic material; and research 
opportunities. 

Moderate 
6 

1. Review, update and implement 
existing succession plans. 

30/06/17 80 

Botanical Collection 
Management Strategy for 
Botanic Gardens drafted. 

Inadequate/ inappropriate open space does 
not meet the community’s requirements/ 
expectations resulting in lack of: 
standardised infrastructure charges; 
consistency and quality of the asset 
including land; lack of benchmark for 
Council/ developer Standards; unwanted 
contributed assets; leading to reputational 
damage; social problems and; financial 
impacts. 

Moderate 
5 

1. Develop & implement a Parks 
Infrastructure Strategy for conditioning 
of new development.   
2. Develop a local parks contribution 
policy. 
3. Complete & implement Landscape 
Guidelines (as part of CMDG). 
4. Open Space Strategy to be 
reviewed and implemented (inc service 
levels). 
 

30/04/17 70 

Sport, Parks, Active 
Recreation and community 
(SPARC) Strategy currently 
in preparation. 

Integrity of land-fill caps, where Council is 
now using the space for public use (eg 
parks), is impacted through an event 
occurring causing exposure of toxins, 
hazards etc (eg TC Marcia causing tree fall 
and erosion) resulting in public health and 
safety; financial and environmental 
repercussions 

Moderate 
7 

1. Continuous review and updating of 
Site Management Plan 

2. Site remediation priorities to be 
determined, planned and implemented 30/06/17 15 

 

Legislative Compliance & Standards 

Legislative Compliance Matter Due Date % Completed Comments 

BioSecurity Qld (Zoo) 

Wildlife Exhibitor Licence  

Exhibition Permit  

Self-audit and reporting 

 

May 2019 

October 2019 

As required 
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Births, Deaths & Marriages (Cemeteries)  

Burials reporting 
Within 7 days of burial 100% 

 

Heritage Act (Various sites)   

General exemption certificate applications  

 Applications lodged/ pending 

 

 

 

 Applications approved  

Land Act (Land Management Plans)  

3. ACHIEVEMENT OF CAPITAL PROJECTS WITHIN ADOPTED BUDGET AND APPROVED TIMEFRAME 

Detailed project scoping, estimating and procurement proceeding as appropriate. The projects listed and the budget figures have been adjusted 
to reflect the September 2016 approved budget revision.  The project list has been expanded with the addition of the approved Works for 
Queensland projects within Parks. 

The following abbreviations have been used within the table below: 

WIP Work in progress 

NYC Not yet commenced 

PC Practical Completion 

C Works Complete 

 

Project Start Date 
Expected 

Completion Date 
Status Budget 

YTD actual 
(inc 

committals) 

PARKS CAPITAL WORKS PROGRAM 

WORKS AT INDIVIDUAL SITES 

Parkhurst (Olive St) – planning, design 
and development 

  C 60,000 111,754 

Comment: Feasibility for development of proposed multi-sport precinct at Olive St and detail design and investigations for development of 
new Hockey facilities.  

Cedric Archer Reserve   WIP 1,553,599 392,720 
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Project Start Date 
Expected 

Completion Date 
Status Budget 

YTD actual 
(inc 

committals) 

Comment: Touch of Paradise works tender closed, in evaluation. Estimates, process offered exceed budget available.  

Gracemere Cemetery    WIP 180,100 155,676 

Comment:  Ashes Garden concrete pathways, top soil and mulch installed. Large trees being secured before plant out begins. 

Botanic Gardens strategic framework Feb 2017 June 2017 WIP 51,000 22,680 

Comment:  Invitation to Quote closed and evaluation underway.  

Major Project seed funding – improved 
sport facilities 

  WIP  400,000 

Comment: Funding allocated in 2016-17 and 2017-18 financial years to the RHA will be applied to the development project. 

Yeppen Roundabout  Oct 2016 C 12,645 15,280 

Comment: Works completed. 

Purchase replacement Fitzroy River 
Rowing Course 

 Aug 2017 WIP 150,000 74,731 

Comment: Project added in September 2016 approved revision. Course received in June and paid in full. Installation of course currently 
under consideration. 

Mt Archer activation plan implementation   WIP 6,870 290,973 

Comment: First Turkey Mountain Bike Trails contract awarded and works commenced. Composting toilet block ordered and being 
installed. 

ASSET RENEWAL PROGRAMMED WORKS 

Upgrade field surface  June 2017 C 120,000 96,886 
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Project Start Date 
Expected 

Completion Date 
Status Budget 

YTD actual 
(inc 

committals) 

Comment: Works completed at Saleyards Park to address field condition issues. 

Playground Equipment renewal program  May 2017 WIP 103,185 118,100 

Comment: Renewing playground equipment at end of life.  

Mount Morgan Streetscape Improvements May 2015 Dec 2017 WIP 852050 798,378 

Comment: Commonwealth and State Government funding allocated of $378,000 (Stronger Communities & Local Government Grants and 
Subsidy Program (LGGSP)). D&C civil contract awarded. Works commenced in May. Progressing on time and on budget. 

Playground Shade Construction Program  May 2017 C 108,765 122,454 

Comment: Works completed includes Ski Gardens, Leanne Hinchliffe Park and Joseph Harrison Park. 

Irrigation Renewal Sept 2016  WIP 300,000 193,780 

Comment: ITQ in evaluation for works at Newman Oval. Survey and scoping for works finalised for Rockhampton Botanic Garden.  Works 
complete at Stenlake Park and Webber Park. 

Tables – Picnic Renewal Program  May 2017 C 60,000 16,389 

Comment: Works completed.  

Redevelopment 42nd Battalion Memorial 
Pool 

July 2015 Feb 2017 WIP 2,290,990 2,214,987 

Comment: Redevelopment works completed. Work commenced on concept design for balance of site to inform future upgrade works 
programs. 

BBQ Renewal Program  June 2017 C 64,000 42,693 

Comment: Renewing parks barbeques at end of life. RBG near lagoon installed in May. Works completed. 
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Project Start Date 
Expected 

Completion Date 
Status Budget 

YTD actual 
(inc 

committals) 

Fencing / Gates / Bollards Renewal 
Program 

 June 2017 C 119,400 35,550 

Comment: Bolton Park bollards installed in May and Botanic Gardens installed in June. 

Footpaths Renewal Oct 2016 Oct 2016 C 64,500 25,008 

Comment: Works completed. 

Rockhampton Botanic Gardens – 
pathways 

  C 101,558 101,558 

Comment: Works programmed for 2016-17 complete. 

Zoo – renewal of internal pathways   WIP 20,000  

Comment: Works completed. 

Vic Park – Rugby League – renew field 
lighting 

 July 2017 C 115,000 70,920 

Comment: Project added in September 2016 approved revision. Switchboards installation completed. One defect to be rectified. 

RBG Cenotaph switchboards and irrigation  May 2016 Aug 2016 C 33,689 46,366 

Comment: Works completed.  

Botanic Gardens – Japanese Garden pond 
restoration 

  NYC 30,000  

Comment: Work being scoped. 

Enhancement Program for (new) Local 
Parks 

 June 2017 C 60,000 31,286 
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Project Start Date 
Expected 

Completion Date 
Status Budget 

YTD actual 
(inc 

committals) 

Comment: Works to upgrade Central Park. Fountain recommissioned. 

Victoria Park – drainage (trampoline/ gym/ 
bowls) 

Oct 2016 Nov 2016 C 100,000 127,578 

Comment: Works completed. 

DIVISIONAL COUNCILLOR ALLOCATIONS 

Div 6 Parks Project  Apr 2017 WIP 15,000 8,409 

Comment: Improvements for Col Brown Park - plants procured and works scheduled for June.  

Div 7 Queens Park Mosaic Oct 2016  C 3,650 3,419 

Comment: Works completed. 

Div 7 Kershaw Gardens swings    20,000  

Comment: Allocation is directed at swing as part of playground redevelopment; will be delivered as part of this overall package. 

Div 10 – Stage 2 Frenchmans Creek   WIP 22,268 6,743 

Comment:  Replanting and maintenance of creek bank vegetation 

Div 2 – Revegetation of Frenchmans 
Creek 

  NYC 15,000  

Comment: Works will continue from allocation in 2015-16 (Div 10 – Stage 2 Frenchmans Creek) 

Div 3 Shade Sail Elizabeth Park and Play 
equipment 

  C 27,375 27,375 
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Project Start Date 
Expected 

Completion Date 
Status Budget 

YTD actual 
(inc 

committals) 

Comment: Works completed. 

Div 5 Zoo Improvements   WIP  29,033 

Comment: $70,000 of this allocation is included in the budget for new aviaries. Construction commenced December 2016. Original 
estimated program of 3 months exceeded. Nearing completion and currently being fitted out. 

Div 1 Parks Improvement in Div 1 
(Currajong Park and others) 

  C 37,200 38,707 

Comment:  Works complete. 

Div 2 Playground equipment   WIP 15,000 3,390 

Comment: Councillor allocated funding to installation of seating for Pilbeam Drive. Works to commence in 2017/18. 

TC MARCIA RESTORATION WORKS 

TCM: Zoo aviary Oct 2016 Jan 2017 WIP 358,427 358,427 

Comment: Restoration and repair of cyclone damage in Rockhampton Zoo. Construction commenced December 2016. Original estimated 
program of 3 months exceeded. Nearing completion and currently being fitted out. 

TCM – RBG Road / Pathways / bridges 
and car-parks  

 June 2017 WIP 344,983 15,222 

Comment: Tender awarded with commencement of construction to be advised. 

TCM RBG - Fernery & Visitor Centre entry    WIP 3,466 21,649 

Comment: Restoration and repair of cyclone damage in Parks. Concept design in final draft, progressing to detailed design. 

TCM – Kershaw remediation/ restoration Apr 2015  WIP 2,474,429 3,115,069 
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Project Start Date 
Expected 

Completion Date 
Status Budget 

YTD actual 
(inc 

committals) 

Comment: Restoration and repair of cyclone damage in Parks.  Funding approved under Special NDRRA Category for clean-up costs. 
Operational Works approval issued. Tenders for Civil works and redevelopment awarded. Works commenced to divert existing drainage 
channel into ephemeral wetlands. Building Our Regions funding has been approved. 

Parks – Plant & Equipment Aug 2016 Apr 2017 WIP   

Comment: Procurement continuing for additional equipment for Operational maintenance. 

WORKS FOR QUEENSLAND FUNDED PROJECTS 

Cedric Archer Reserve – Water Play  Nov 2017 WIP 1,397,464 1,371,507 

Comment: Tender awarded. Construction commenced. 

Mt Archer activation plan implementation  Nov 2017 WIP 180,000 See above 

Comment: Detail design and engineering specifications underway for Elevated Boardwalk.  Scope is replacement of existing walk from 
picnic area, connecting lookouts with new longer trail and lookouts.  

Mount Morgan Streetscape Improvements  Nov 2017 WIP 750,812 See above 

Comment: Works commenced in May after Golden Mount Festival. FRW installed water diversion. Electrical works to commence in July. 

Hockey – new artificial surface  Nov 2017  1,485,225 58,794 

Comment: Council approved MCU DA amendment. Detailed design finalised and lodged with Operational Works application in May. 
Tender for civil construction released in June. 

42nd Battalion Memorial Pool – water slides  Nov 2017  1,370,036 1,373,949 

Comment: Tender awarded. 

Rockhampton Botanic Gardens & Zoo 
Works 

 Nov 2017  180,000 5,603 
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Project Start Date 
Expected 

Completion Date 
Status Budget 

YTD actual 
(inc 

committals) 

Comment: Survey complete. Design underway. 

4. ACHIEVEMENT OF OPERATIONAL PROJECTS WITHIN ADOPTED BUDGET AND APPROVED TIMEFRAME 

Project 
Revised 
Budget 

Actual  
(incl. 

committals) 

% budget 
committed 

Explanation 

Median restoration $90,000 $53,457 59% 
Works completed on Gladstone Road; preparation works for 
Albert St  

Open Space Strategy revision $60,000 $58,400 97% 
Sport Parks Active Recreation and Community Strategy 
(SPARC) underway.  

Tree renewals/ planting $90,000 $55,629 62% 
Tree replacements/ planting in Gracemere, Norman Road and 
Yaamba Road 

Kershaw Gardens  

Local company JM Kelly Builders have been awarded the two contracts (Civil Works and Redevelopment Works) for Kershaw Gardens. 
Possession of site was effected on Friday 9 June. The initial works package encompasses the civil works required to ready the site for the 
construction of the new infrastructure, play elements, park furniture and landscaping. The construction site area has been fenced to allow for 
safe conduct of the works.  

A “walking loop” remains available around the northern area of the Gardens. 

Rockhampton Botanic Gardens 

Works have progressed on restoration of the North/ South Axis with removal of the identified trees now completed. The crotons in the centre 
beds have been prepped for relocation and suitable palms have been procured for planting.  

As expected, the cooler months of May and June have seen a significant increase in the number of visitors. 

Rockhampton Zoo 

Construction of the two new Aviaries is effectively complete with efforts now being directed towards fitout (landscaping and installation of 
perching etc.). It is expected that the introduction of the birds will commence in early August. 

There was significant media attention following the announcement of the passing of wombat “Katie”. The broader Zoo community were also 
active on social media channels following the Facebook post regarding her passing. 
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Regional Cemeteries 

Conduct of burial and interment services were carried out as arranged. Maintenance was conducted across all areas as required. Staff also 
assist with the conduct of two funerals (fee for service) at two non-Council sites (Alton Downs Cemetery and an interment on private property). 

Tenure Renewal 

78 agreements due to expire prior to 30 June 2018 are currently being progressed: 

 32 are completed. 

 13 are waiting on the Club to return/finalise documentation. 

 12 are waiting on Council including approvals or updated plans. 

 21 have not yet expired, however, the renewal process has commenced. 

National Tree Day 

Schools Tree Day – 28 July 2017 

12 schools have registered for the school tree planting day. 

National Tree Day – 30 July 2017 

Planning continues for the four selected tree planting sites and marketing for the event is underway. 

1. Frenchville Road / Frenchman’s Creek  

2. Blackall Street area 

3. Platen Street, Gracemere 

4. Number 7 Dam, Mount Morgan 

Tropicana 

Tropicana will be held on Saturday 7 October 2017 at Rockhampton Botanic Gardens. An update has been provided on the following key 
areas: 

Marketing: 

 A marketing plan has been completed and advertising has commenced. 

Sponsorship: 

 Sponsorship prospectuses have been distributed and officers are in negotiations with a number of potential sponsors 

Activities and events: 
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 A call for site holders and food vendors has been released. 

 Council officers are working on a program of events for the day, including workshops, demonstrations and presentations. 

Site holders: 

 One site holder registration has been received. 

Spring Garden Spectacular: 

The annual garden competition opened for entries on 30 June 2017 and an updated on the event is provided: 

Marketing: 

 A marketing plan has been completed and advertising has commenced. 

Sponsorship: 

 Sponsorship prospectuses have been distributed and officers are in negotiations with a number of potential sponsors. 

Entries: 

 Four category entries have been received from a single address to date. 

Bus Tour: 

 Planning for the bus tour is underway. 

5. DELIVERY OF SERVICES AND ACTIVITIES IN ACCORDANCE WITH COUNCIL’S ADOPTED SERVICE LEVELS 

These service levels are not formally adopted but are operational standards to show overall progress across the Parks section. 

May 2017 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Progressive Measures / Indicators 
Previous 

Period 
Current 
Period 

Pool Patronage (previous period is same month last year) 6,656 5938 

Burials (previous period is same month last year) 18 10 

Ashes Interments (previous period is same month last year) 3 10 

Chapel/ other Services (previous period is same month last year) 7 6 

Zoo visitors (previous period is same month last year)  10,627 8,762 

Service Delivery Standard Target 
Current 

Performance 

Pool Operator reporting (Rec’d by 7th of Month) On-time Achieved 

Tenure Renewals – Resolved in the current financial year 78 32 (FYTD) 

Playground Inspections completed (month of May ) 10 10 
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Progressive Measures / Indicators 
Previous 

Period 
Current 
Period 

Zoo donations (previous period is same month last year) $1,473.85 $1,105.15 

Parks bookings (number of events and celebrations in month / FYTD) (previous period is same month last year) 100 / 521 76 / 796 

Volunteer Participation (hours) – Zoo (previous period is same month last year) 487 336 

Volunteer Participation (hours) – Regional Cemeteries (previous period is same month last year) 17.5 0 

Arts in the Park participants (previous period is same month last year) 110 82 

 
June 2017 
 
 

Progressive Measures / Indicators 
Previous 

Period 
Current 
Period 

Pool Patronage (previous period is same month last year) 4,642 4638 

Burials (previous period is same month last year) 14 8 

Ashes Interments (previous period is same month last year) 5 7 

Chapel/ other Services (previous period is same month last year) 1 6 

Zoo visitors (previous period is same month last year)  10,856 8,514 

Zoo donations (previous period is same month last year) $1,352.15 $1,160.70 

Parks bookings (number of events and celebrations in month / FYTD) (previous period is same month last year) 72 / 593 88 / 884 

Volunteer Participation (hours) – Zoo (previous period is same month last year) 409 238 

Volunteer Participation (hours) – Regional Cemeteries (previous period is same month last year) 0 90 

Arts in the Park participants (previous period is same month last year) 133 118 

 

Service Delivery Standard Target 
Current 

Performance 

Pool Operator reporting (Rec’d by 7th of Month) On-time Achieved 

Tenure Renewals – Resolved in the current financial year 78 32 (FYTD) 

Playground Inspections completed (month of June) 12 11* 

*Due to works at 2nd World War Memorial Aquatic Centre  
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FINANCIAL MATTERS 

As at period ended 30 June – 100% of year elapsed. 

Adopted

Budget

Revised

Budget

EOM 

Commitments Actuals

Commit + 

Actual Variance On target

$ $ $ $ $ % 100% of Year Gone

COMMUNITY SERVICES

PARKS

Parks Operations

   Revenues (47,000) (1,368,641) 0 (1,398,806) (1,398,806) 102% P

   Expenses 5,193,007 4,950,241 103,352 4,621,930 4,725,281 95% P

   Transfer / Overhead Allocation 1,446,238 1,446,238 0 1,337,143 1,337,143 92% O

Total Unit: Parks Operations 6,592,245 5,027,838 103,352 4,560,266 4,663,618 93% O

Parks Planning & Projects

   Revenues (160,000) (160,000) 0 (171,125) (171,125) 107% O

   Expenses 2,695,244 2,646,851 43,774 2,833,038 2,876,812 109% O

   Transfer / Overhead Allocation 481,546 481,546 0 447,326 447,326 93% O

Total Unit: Parks Planning & Projects 3,016,790 2,968,397 43,774 3,109,239 3,153,013 106% O

Parks Management

   Revenues (55,900) (45,900) 0 (308,172) (308,172) 671% O

   Expenses 5,330,359 5,405,441 34,388 5,849,443 5,883,831 109% O

   Transfer / Overhead Allocation 64,608 64,608 0 43,055 43,055 67% O

Total Unit: Parks Management 5,339,066 5,424,148 34,388 5,584,326 5,618,714 104% P

Parks Visitor Services

   Revenues (292,020) (292,020) 0 (406,940) (406,940) 139% O

   Expenses 4,520,847 4,349,241 134,396 4,152,927 4,287,323 99% P

   Transfer / Overhead Allocation 494,841 494,841 0 409,907 409,907 83% O

Total Unit: Parks Visitor Services 4,723,668 4,552,062 134,396 4,155,894 4,290,290 94% O

Total Section: PARKS 19,671,770 17,972,445 315,910 17,409,725 17,725,635 99% P

Grand Total: 19,671,770 17,972,445 315,910 17,409,725 17,725,635 1081% O

End of Month General Ledger - (Operating Only) - COMMUNITY SERVICES

For year ended 30 June 2017 (before month end and year end adjustments)

Report Run: 10-Jul-2017 14:40:30 Excludes Nat Accs: 2802,2914,2917,2924
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8.2 POP-UP POLO ROCKHAMPTON 

File No: TBA 

Attachments: 1. Pop-Up Polo Brief  
2. Pop-Up Polo Site Plan   

Authorising Officer: Michael Rowe - General Manager Community Services  

Author: Robert Holmes - Manager Parks          
 

SUMMARY 

Following recent discussions and correspondence a local group of business people have 
indicated that they had worked towards holding a demonstration polo match in Rockhampton 
with a longer term view of it becoming an annual event. They believe that this event should 
and will stand on its own two feet economically; however, they would be appreciative and 
welcome any promotional and marketing support from the Council for Polo’s maiden 
inception into Rockhampton. 
 

OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATION 

THAT Council support the conduct of the ‘Pop-Up Polo’ event to be held on 7 October 2017 
in Victoria Park, Sir Raymond Huish Drive, Rockhampton by: 

a. inclusion of the event in available promotional resources leading up to the event; and  

b. meeting the costs of remediation of the field, if necessary. 
 

COMMENTARY 

Following recent discussions and correspondence a local group of business people have 
indicated that they had worked towards holding a demonstration polo match in Rockhampton 
with a longer term view of it becoming an annual event. The group has dedicated a 
significant amount of time, effort and finances in securing Urban Polo as a partner so that 
this premier event could be delivered in Rockhampton.  They believe that this event should 
and will stand on its own two feet economically; however, they would be appreciative and 
welcome any promotional and marketing support from the Council for Polo’s maiden 
inception into Rockhampton. 

An area of Victoria Park adjacent to the Alf Kele Memorial Rotary Park has been approved 
for use for the conduct of the event.  See Attachment 2 - site plan. 

The group is passionate about Rockhampton and this event and consider that the two can 
both compliment and showcase each other. ‘Pop-Up Polo Rockhampton’ will deliver 
immense benefits socially, culturally and economically. They have indicated that they look 
forward to working cooperatively with the Council to bring this event to fruition. 

BACKGROUND 

The proponents advise the following: 

‘Polo in the City’ is part of the ‘Urban Polo’ circuit, which is the largest national polo 
series in the world. Established in 2005, the award winning ‘Polo in the City’ series 
has cemented its position as an Australian market leader within the premium, luxury 
and performance niche, in areas of hospitality as well as brand and destination 
promotion. 

We are proud to partner with this world class organisation to bring for the ‘first time 
ever’ to a regional Australian location, Urban Polo.  The event is to be called ‘Pop-
Up Polo Rockhampton’ and it is hoped to be included in their existing series to be 
held on an annual basis. 

Urban Polo events constitute Australia’s only national polo series, which is also the 
largest in the world. The organisation is the winner of numerous marketing and 
tourism awards and is consistently lauded by major media outlets including the Sun 
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Herald, Daily Telegraph, Courier-Mail and Financial Review among others, as the, 
“Premier social event of the year”. 

Polo combines the adrenalin of horse racing, with the skill and agility of ball sports 
together with the grunt and physical vigour of rugby.  It is one of the fastest growing 
spectator sports in the world. 

The social and economic benefits of being the first regional centre to host an event 
of this calibre are profound.  The obvious direct beneficiaries will of course be retail, 
accommodation, hospitality and the like.  What excites us though, is the indirect 
potential for this event to showcase Rockhampton as the progressive and innovative 
leader of regional Australia in terms of business and tourism.  It sends a strong 
message that Rockhampton is open for business and ‘actions always speak louder 
than words’. 

Hosting the event on the banks of the Fitzroy River, will assist in activating Council’s 
vision for the waterfront re-development by showcasing the beauty and benefit of 
the ‘River Lifestyle’ to our guests, both local and just as importantly visitors to this 
great City. 

PREVIOUS DECISIONS 

This matter has not been before the Council previously. 

BUDGET IMPLICATIONS 

Should the Council decide to support the event by way of waiving the cost of site 
remediation, there will be a direct cost but that is extremely difficult to quantify at this time; 
however, given the scaled down event, any such damage should be minimal.  

STAFFING IMPLICATIONS 

Leading up to the event staff involvement will be minimal with only liaising and discussions 
on parking, etc. required. Post the event, should remediation be required, any such work 
should be able to be accommodated within the Parks Maintenance Crews. 

CONCLUSION 

This event offers the opportunity for the promotion of Rockhampton to a somewhat different 
market which will be a positive for the Region and the CBD area itself. It is considered that 
Council should support the event through inclusion of the event in available promotional 
resources leading up to the event and also to meet the costs of remediation of the field, if 
necessary.  
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8.3 APPLICATION: QLD CENTENARY OF ANZAC LASTING LEGACIES GRANTS 
PROGRAM - ROCKHAMPTON WAR MEMORIAL 

File No: 7149 

Attachments: 1. Application Guidelines - Lasting Legacies   

Authorising Officer: Michael Rowe - General Manager Community Services 
Robert Holmes - Manager Parks  

Author: Vincent Morrice - Coordinator Park and Visitor Services          
 

SUMMARY 

Applications for the Queensland Centenary of Anzac Lasting Legacies Grants Program 
Round 5 closes 20 August 2017 and Round 6 closes January 2018 with grants up to 
$80,000 available. Permission is sought to apply for funding to undertake restoration and 
enhancement works (commemorative walk and interpretive signage) at the Rockhampton 
War Memorial.  
 

OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATION 

THAT Council endorse the lodgement of a submission to the Queensland Centenary of 
Anzac Grants Program seeking funding to support the restoration and enhancement works 
(commemorative walk and interpretive signage) outlined in the report with Council’s funding 
contribution being managed within approved budgets. 
 

COMMENTARY 

It is proposed to undertake works at the Rockhampton War Memorial (Cenotaph) in order to 
improve the aesthetics of the area and to introduce interpretive information which will assist 
in promoting understanding and awareness of the First World War (in particular) and other 
conflicts, with a focus on the contribution of and impacts upon our local communities. 

The three focus areas will be: 

 pathway system and a commemorative walk; 

 an interpretive hub as part of the commemorative walk that focuses on local community 
involvement in the armed conflicts Australia has participated in; and 

 the Cenotaph perimeter hedge. 

It is also suggested that an opportunity exists to modify the existing flagpole (to a yardarm) 
to allow provision for flying of the three service ensigns (Army, Navy and Air Force). This 
would be conducive to the manner in which recognition of each service is traditionally given. 
The adopted Army Ensign is the Australian national flag. 

PROPOSED WORKS 

The following opportunities present in relation to a pathway upgrade at the Rockhampton 
War Memorial; 

a) Replacing the existing pathway system around the memorial with a commemorative 
walk 

b) Incorporating an interpretive hub as part of the commemorative walk that focuses on 
local community involvement in the armed conflicts Australia has participated in, and 

c) Replacement of the Cenotaph perimeter hedge 

It is also suggested that an opportunity exists to modify the existing flagpole (to a yardarm) 
to allow provision for flying the three service ensigns (Army, Navy and Air Force). This would 
be conducive to the manner in which recognition of each service is traditionally given. The 
adopted Army Ensign is the Australian national ensign as the Army are the custodians and 
defenders of the Australian flag. 



PARKS, RECREATION AND SPORT COMMITTEE AGENDA  19 JULY 2017 

Page (32) 

a) Commemorative Walk 

Two core attributes for the construction of a commemorative walk are a pronounced sense 
of formality and uniformity in the appearance of the relevant components.  

The primary pathway system around the memorial does not demonstrate either of these 
attributes as well as it could. It is inconsistent in construction methodology and materials, 
which gives a disharmony to the appearance of the overall product.  

Whilst a majority of the mainframe of the memorial pathway has been constructed of basket-
weave brick, the connecting paths running from the adjacent pathway network it leads off are 
constructed of interlocking hexipave blocks. These are laid in a different pattern to the 
memorial pathway and therefore have a different surface finish appearance. In some areas 
of the memorial precinct entry aprons and areas supporting seating have been constructed 
of coloured concrete, which provides a third inconsistent surface finish to the existing 
memorial pathway system. 

 

This inconsistency in surface finish is not only aesthetically detractive to the memorial 
precinct but it also excludes three of the key mainframe entry points into the precinct.  
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Ideally, a new commemorative walk would include all routes of entry and egress. 

 

 

 

 

The construction material for the pathway of a commemorative walk is yet to be determined. 
Investigation is underway to determine if locally sourced products such as sandstone or 
granite are available and suitable. This would tie in well with the locally sourced granite from 
which the obelisk is constructed. 

Whilst there is no strict etiquette as to what colour a war memorial pathway should be, the 
preference in many instances is to use a shade of red. In terms of war memorials, red 
symbolises sacrifice. All apron entry points and under-seat areas would need to be 
constructed using the same material to maintain uniformity. 

 

 

 

 

Entry apron points and under-seat areas would need to be of the same mode of 
construction as a new pathway. 

The opportunity exists in the construction of a new memorial pathway to remove the 
unsightly concrete block garden edging and grass strip that presently surround the War 
Memorial itself. The advantage in doing this is that the removal of the grass strip will alleviate 
the maintenance requirement that attaches to keeping a grass strip that serves no real 
purpose and the widening of the pathway diameter will achieve a pathway that has a 
comfortable two-way width that will accommodate all types of users – pedestrian, pram and 

 

Entry point from 
roundabout 

Entry point from 
Japanese Garden 

Entry point from 
playground 

All sections of 
pathway have a 
uniform surface 

finish 
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wheelchair. The construction of a new, uniform garden border can be achieved as part of the 
construction of the new concrete path. 

 

It is also considered an opportune time to widen the north and south apron entry points to 
the central monument. These do not appear to be aligned to each other and are much 
narrower than those at the east and west entry points. This does not conform to the principle 
of achieving overall uniformity and formality in the presentation of a war memorial. 

. 

Widening of the N and S apron entry points will bring them into alignment. 

b) Inclusion of an Interpretive Hub 

A war memorial should not be seen as being merely a venue for ceremonies of 
remembrance.  Whilst this is one of the functions a war memorial fulfils, a war memorial is 
also a place that serves to convey a broadening of personal awareness of past human social 
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conflict so as to invoke a level of spiritual reflection that is based on the level of awareness 
gained of the circumstances that attach to the memorial. A war memorial is both a shrine 
and a place of learning. 

Page 28 of the Rockhampton Botanic Gardens Conservation Management Plan (Riddell 
Architecture, 2012) makes two observations regarding the Rockhampton War Memorial and 
its immediate precinct; 

“While it is important to recognise those who served in other conflicts, it is also 
important the precinct does not become cluttered with memorials that might 
detract from the Cenotaph.” 

and 

“The Cenotaph is first and foremost a memorial to those men and women from 
the district that served and died in World War I. This war remains as the conflict 
which had the greatest impact on the Rockhampton community”. 

Rockhampton has had a long affiliation with military service and the social trauma of events 
that can sometimes be attached, stemming from the construction of the drill hall and training 
depot in Archer Street in 1906 through to the training exercises conducted at Shoalwater 
Bay to the north of Rockhampton from 1965 through to the present day. Much of 
Rockhampton’s association with events that issued from this 100 year+ affinity has been 
nationalistic in character and yet an awareness of the significance of those events has not 
been forthcoming to the Rockhampton community.  

There are a number of individual memorials located in and around the Cenotaph precinct 
which seek to commemorate in various ways personnel (past and present) and/or conflicts. 
Now that these individual memorials have been installed it would be difficult and perhaps 
inappropriate to remove them at this point in time. However, the information they contain 
could well be expanded on and better publicly communicated through an interpretive hub 
especially erected for this purpose along one of the main approaches to the Cenotaph 
precinct.  

 
Location and Description of Scattered Memorials 
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1. National Service Memorial 

2. Dates of Conflicts 

3. Kindred Association 

4. US 41
st
 Infantry Division Memorial 

5. FESR / HMAS Sydney Memorial 

6. Long Tan Garden Memorial 

7. Capricornia Sub-branch RSL Memorial 

A suitable site exists for an interpretive hub near to the trophy gun on the western approach 
to the War Memorial precinct. This site would also provide for the interpretation of the trophy 
gun to be seen as being a part of that of the hub. 

 

Proposed location – Interpretive Hub 

  

This area would readily accommodate an interpretive hub.   It is expected that the style of 
sign would be drawn from or aligned to the relevant suite of the RRC Wayfinding Manual.  

Interpretation should be locally-focussed. The Rockhampton War Memorial was built first 
and foremost as a local war memorial and therefore any interpretive content relevant to the 
memorial would ideally be locally-oriented. These would primarily be the First and Second 
World Wars, but the additional circumstance in Rockhampton’s instance is the city’s role as 
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the infrastructure and resource support centre for military training exercises conducted at 
Shoalwater Bay during Australia’s involvement in the Vietnam War from 1965 until 1972. All 
Australian troops committed to serve in Vietnam during that time were trained at Shoalwater 
Bay and therefore had a familiarity with Rockhampton and the Rockhampton community. 

Possible topics for interpretation could include; 

 First World War recruitment in Rockhampton 

 Rockhampton’s first to fall in a global conflict  

(World War One, Corporal Alfred Garnett Freeman aged 20 of 340 Kent Street, killed at Gaba Tepe, Gallipoli, Sunday 
25 April 1915) 

 The building of the Rockhampton War Memorial 

 The Rockhampton War Memorial trophy gun and its capture 

 Rockhampton’s 42nd Infantry Battalion in the Second World War 

 The United States 41st Infantry Division in Rockhampton during the Second World 
War 

 Training at Shoalwater Bay during the Vietnam War era 

The Australian War Memorial could be approached regarding partnering in the planning of 
such a hub through providing essential historical research information and assisting with the 
compilation of the interpretive presentation of such. 

c) Replacement of the Cenotaph Perimeter Hedge 

The original landscape design for the Cenotaph included a perimeter picket fence planted 
with a Clerodendron species described as being a hedge. The precise species of 
Clerodendron is unknown, but it is thought this may have been Clerodendron inerme as this 
plant is typical to the era of construction of the memorial and has always been widely used 
for creating hedges. The plant has no known symbolic connection to war memorials. 

The present hedge consists of Duranta repens ‘Sheena’s Gold’, a popular hedging variety 
used in the 1990’s. This is a high-maintenance plant requiring constant pruning to maintain 
its shape. It frequently produces unsightly “water shoots” and is prone to developing areas of 
“die-back” leaving gaps in the foliage. It is also prone to developing long thorns along its 
stems which can cause an infectious wound should they pierce the skin. Although it rarely 
produces berries when it is kept regularly pruned, the orange berries are moderately toxic if 
ingested by children or animals. 

The opportunity exists within the pathway upgrade to remove the existing hedge and 
reinstate the original picket fence. There are several types of fencing now available in 
recycled plastic that are durable, pre-coloured and have a long serviceable lifespan. 

 

 

Recycled plastic picket fence 
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The foreground garden to this fence could be decorated by planting it with flowering annuals; 
e.g. Salvia splendens blue and white bedding varieties such as ‘Blue Knight’ and ‘Cirrus’. 
Blue symbolizes remembrance, white symbolizes peace. 

 

Salvia ‘Blue Knight’ and ‘Cirrus’ 

If the picket fence option is not pursued, other options could include replacement of the 
existing hedge (like-for-like or with an alternate shrub) or perhaps removal of the hedge and 
a rotation of suitable annuals. 

Modification of Flagpole to Yardarm 

The manner in which the three service branches are normally recognized is the flying of the 
ensign of each service in a manner prescribed by the Governor General. This is usually 
done using a yardarm flagpole, which allows for the hoisting of three flags simultaneously. 

The existing flagpole at the War Memorial has provision to allow it to be converted to a 
yardarm flagpole. 

Flying the three service ensigns from this flagpole would be conducive to the manner in 
which recognition of each service is traditionally given. The adopted Army Ensign is the 
Australian national flag. This Ensign is always flown at the highest point. 
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BACKGROUND 

The Rockhampton War Memorial is located in the Rockhampton Botanic Gardens. It was 
designed by renowned Rockhampton architectural firm, Hockings and Palmer and built in 
1924 by Rockhampton monumental mason, F.M. Allen at a cost of £2,654. Consisting 
entirely of sculptured Gracemere granite it was the largest and most expensive war 
memorial to be built in Queensland, outside of Brisbane.  

The memorial was erected to give local recognition to all those from the Rockhampton 
region who had enlisted for service in the First World War and those amongst them who had 
lost their lives.  

The memorial was unveiled by Queensland Governor Sir Matthew Nathan on 16 November 
1924 in time for its first official use at the Anzac Day service on 25 April 1925 to mark the 
10th anniversary of the infamous Gallipoli landings. 

The Rockhampton War Memorial is listed on the State Heritage Register (Place ID: 
600818)#. 

In 2016 Council received grant funding ($50,000) from the Queensland Centenary of Anzac 
grants program towards the costs of restoration of the 12 Phoenix canariensis Palms 
surrounding the Cenotaph. Associated irrigation and landscape works were carried out in 
conjunction with the replacement of the Palms. 

# The Department of Environment and Heritage Protection is currently reviewing the listing for the Rockhampton War Memorial 

along with that of Rockhampton Botanic Gardens (Place ID: 601819) with a view to merging the entries into one. 

 

PREVIOUS DECISIONS 

June 2015 

THAT Council endorse the lodgement of a submission to the Queensland Anzac Centenary 
Grants Program seeking funding to undertake restoration of the Landscape to reinstate the 
original planting intent of the Rockhampton War Memorial (Cenotaph) in accordance with 
Option Three (3) of this report. 

BUDGET IMPLICATIONS 

Grant guidelines stipulate that recipient organisations are expected to “…contribute at least 
25 percent (in cash) of the total project cost.”  Estimates are currently being framed for the 
proposed work and will be reported to the Committee meeting; however, it is also a project 
that can be staged depending on the availability of funding. 

LEGISLATIVE CONTEXT 

Queensland Heritage Act 1992  

The Rockhampton War Memorial is listed on the State Heritage Register (Place ID: 600818). 
Rockhampton Botanic Gardens is also listed on the State Heritage Register (Place ID:  
601819). 

Approval of the proposed works is required from the Department of Environment and 
Heritage prior to commencement.  

STAFFING IMPLICATIONS 

Works will be undertaken by RRC day labour workforce and/or contractors as appropriate. 

CORPORATE/OPERATIONAL PLAN 

Corporate Plan: Community 

1.2 Regional public places that meet our community’s needs 

1.6 Our sense of place, diverse culture, history and creativity are valued and embraced 
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CONCLUSION 

Following the restoration of the primary plantings and associated landscaping and irrigation 
works in 2016, the Rockhampton War Memorial precinct would benefit from further 
landscape treatments, including a commemorative walk and the creation of an interpretive 
hub. An opportunity exists to secure a state government grant to assist in funding the 
proposed works. 
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8.4 PROPOSED DOG OFF LEASH AREA IN KOONGAL 

File No: 11741 

Attachments: Nil  

Authorising Officer: Michael Rowe - General Manager Community Services 
Robert Holmes - Manager Parks  

Author: Brett Nicholls - Coordinator Parks Planning and 
Projects          

 

SUMMARY 

This report recommends that community consultation commence to establish a proposed 
dog off leash area within All Blacks Park, Koongal. 
 

OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATION 

THAT Council approve that the area of All Blacks Park, Koongal outlined in this report be 
advertised as a future dog off leash area. 
 

COMMENTARY 

There are a number of designated dog off leash areas in the Region. In North Rockhampton 
there are designated dog off leash areas in Duthie Park, Frenchville; and in Eddie Baker, 
Norman Gardens.  Kershaw Gardens, Park Avenue has an area currently known as a dog 
off leash area including agility equipment; however this site is not a designated dog off leash 
area. 

BACKGROUND 

The proposed site is located in All Blacks Park with frontage to Lakes Creek Road, Koongal. 
The site is not part of the All Blacks licensed area and this second field is currently unused 
as it too small for cricket and has a sewerage utility-hole within making it unsuitable for 
football. The land is freehold estate owned by Council and has an established off-road car 
park adjacent. The site is flat and can be accessed from an adjoining concrete pathway. 
Natural shade is provided by perimeter trees to the south and west.  

 

Figure 1: Map of All Blacks Park showing proposed Koongal dog off leash area. 

The need and demand for this additional area has arisen from community requests and 
representations made to Cr Williams, Councillor for Division 3. 
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BUDGET IMPLICATIONS 

Costs to install a 1.2m high dog proof fence with no concrete strip underneath, single gates 
in a ‘air lock’ fashion for public access and double gates for maintenance access, water 
connection and fountain/tap/bowl, two bench seats, along with a dog waste dispenser and 
bin are estimated at a total of $30,000 supplied and installed. 

The 2017-18 Parks capital budget does not have an allocation for the delivery of this facility. 

LEGISLATIVE CONTEXT 

Local Law 2 (Animal Management) 2011 allows Council, by subordinate local law, to 
designate an area within a public place as an area where a dog is not required to be on a 
leash (a dog off-leash area). 

The areas described in Schedule 7 of Subordinate Local Law 2 (Animal Management) 2011 
are designated as dog off-leash areas. 

The process to make an amendment to the subordinate local law to include new off leash 
areas is:  

 Consult with the public for at least 21 days; 

 Accept and consider every submission properly made to Council by the close of the 
Consultation Period; and 

 By resolution decide whether to:  

o proceed with the making of the subordinate local law with or without amendments, or  

o not proceed with making the proposed subordinate local law.  

The local laws are currently under review and after internal consultation, the proposed 
legislative changes will be drafted in mid-June by Council’s lawyers for Council’s 
consideration. 

CONCLUSION 

This report presents a potential location for the establishment of a dog off leash area at 
Koongal to address a current deficiency in this area. 
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8.5 FORMALISING THE PLANTING PALETTE FOR THE ROCKHAMPTON REGION 

File No: 5918 

Attachments: 1. Planting Palette - Strategy  
2. Planting Palette - Master Species List  
3. Planting Palette - Technical Guidelines   

Authorising Officer: Robert Holmes - Manager Parks  

Author: Christine Bell - Parks Planning and Land Management 
Officer          

 

SUMMARY 

Our streets, parks and open spaces are significant natural assets. Plantings have the 
potential to transform our landscape and to provide a range of aesthetic, social, 
environmental, cultural and economic benefits. The Planting Palette provides a practical 
framework for long-term planting improvements across the Rockhampton Region, helping to 
deliver our vision of cool and shady landscapes with a splash of colour.  
 

OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATION 

1. That the Planting Palette for the Rockhampton Region be adopted as a guide for regional  
master planning activities, urban design and landscape design; and 

2. That an implementation plan be developed for the Planting Palette. 
 

COMMENTARY 

Council has responsibility for a significant number of plantings across the Region’s streets, 
parks and open spaces. To be valued and sustainable community assets, our landscapes 
must put people first, improve liveability and contribute to the character and identity of the 
region. 

The Planting Palette has been designed to help Council staff to implement efficient and cost 
effective long-term planting improvements through proper planning, design, installation, 
maintenance and renewals. The framework may also inform regional master planning 
activities, urban design and landscape design. 

The Planting Palette is supported by a series of practical tools that will be progressively 
refined and further developed. The tools include a Master Species List, Precinct List, 
Significant Tree List, Locally Undesirable Species List and Technical Guidelines. 

BACKGROUND 

The Planting Palette was developed in response to a continuing need for a cohesive and 
overarching regional approach to planting improvements. Key guidance has included: 

 Towards 2050 Strategic Framework 2010; 

 Regional Open Space Plan 2010; 

 Tree Management Policy 2017; 

 Rockhampton Central Business District Streetscape Design Manual 2017; and 

 Sport, Parks and Recreation for the Community (SPARC) Strategy 2017-2027 
(pending finalisation). 
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BUDGET IMPLICATIONS 

As a large and diverse region, implementation of the Planting Palette must be prioritized 
over the long term. Key opportunities include planting improvements associated with: 

 new development activities; 

 capital works projects;  

 routine Parks renewals; and 

 undertaken as targeted programs. 

To capitalize on key opportunities, it is proposed that an implementation plan be developed. 
The plan would clearly identify key actions, locations, responsibilities and any additional 
resources required to deliver the proposed planting improvements.  

CORPORATE/OPERATIONAL PLAN 

The Corporate Plan 2017-2022 outlines a range of community expectations relating to 
Community, Economy and Environment. The Planting Palette aims to support Council’s 
approach to each of these key areas by improving the liveability of our Region.   

Community (active and healthy lifestyles): 

CP1.2 Regional public places that meet our community’s needs 

CP1.4 Healthy living and active lifestyles 

CP1.6 Our sense of place, diverse culture, history and creativity are valued and embraced 

Economy (regional profile and growth): 

CP2.1 A destination sought for lifestyle, community events and tourism 

CP2.3 The redevelopment and activation of major urban places to attract investment and 
improved lifestyles 

Environment (protect, enhance and sustain our natural environment): 

CP3.1 Contribute to healthy natural ecosystems 

CP3.2 Sustainable and innovative environmental practices 

CONCLUSION 

The Planting Palette provides the practical framework and guide required to assist in the 
delivery of long term planting improvements across the Rockhampton Region. 
Implementation of this strategy will help Council “to create a Region that our community 
values and others admire” by capitalizing on our natural assets and improving liveability 
through cool and shady landscapes with a splash of colour. 
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8.6 AMENDED REQUEST FOR EXTENSION OF LEASED AREA FOR 
ROCKHAMPTON TOUCH FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION, REANEY STREET 

File No: 3718 

Attachments: 1. Request from Rockhampton Touch Football 
Association for an extension to its leased 
area   

Authorising Officer: Robert Holmes - Manager Parks 
Michael Rowe - General Manager Community Services  

Author: Sophia Czarkowski - Sports and Education Supervisor   

Previous Items: 9.5.3 - Freehold Lease and Trustee Lease renewals for 
Parks until 30 June 2018 - Parks, Recreation and Sport 
Committee - 22 Jun 2016 12.30 pm 

 11.4 - Fees associated with registration of leases, 
licence and permits for Parks - Ordinary Council - 27 
Sep 2016 9.00 am 

 9.3.7 - Request for extension of leased area for 
Rockhampton Touch Football Association, Reaney 
Street - Parks, Recreation and Sport Committee - 19 Apr 
2017 12.30 pm        

 

SUMMARY 

Rockhampton Touch Football Association holds a Freehold Lease and Freehold Licence 
over Cyril Connell Fields at Reaney Street, The Common (Lot 2 RP613517). On 19 April 
2017 the Committee approved an extension to the Club’s Freehold Lease area for the 
purposes of completing a building extension. The Club incorrectly calculated the extension 
and has requested this be amended. 
 

OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATION 

THAT Council accede to Rockhampton Touch Football Association’s amended request to 
increase its Freehold Leased area by approximately 103m2. 
 

COMMENTARY 

Rockhampton Touch Football Association (the Association) holds a Freehold Lease and 
Freehold Licence over Cyril Connell Field, Reaney Street, The Common (Lot 2 RP613517) 
both agreements expired on 30 June 2017.  

Cyril Connell Field consists of 10 fields, seven (7) of which have lights; a club house and 
shaded seating areas. The club house is owned and maintained by the Association and 
Council maintains the playing fields. The Association generally uses the fields six (6) days 
per week during its seasons and has approximately 3,300 players. 

The Association is located in a sport and recreation precinct in The Common which consists 
of Norbridge Park, Callaghan Park, Rockhampton Cricket Grounds, Gymnasium (Gymmy) 
Grounds and Fitzroy River Pony Club. 

BACKGROUND 

On 19 April 2017 the Parks, Sport and Recreation Committee reviewed and acceded to a 
request from Rockhampton Touch Football Association to increase its leased area to 
complete an extension.  

The Association incorrectly calculated the area of the extension. The Association has 
subsequently requested approval for the extension to be amended to approximately 103m2 
instead of the original 10.3m2. 

All fees, charges and conditions listed in the report presented on 19 April 2017 remain 
unchanged. 
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PREVIOUS DECISIONS 

22 June 2016 – Parks, Sport and Recreation Committee - Freehold Lease and Trustee 
Lease Renewals for Parks until 30 June 2018 

27 September 2016 – Ordinary Council - Fees Associated With Registration of Leases, 
Licence and Permits for Parks  

19 April 2017 – Parks, Sport and Recreation Committee – Request for extension of leased 
area for Rockhampton Touch Football Association, Reaney Street 

BUDGET IMPLICATIONS 

The Association has not sought a financial contribution from Council. 

CONCLUSION 

By acceding to the request for the amendment of the area the Association can proceed with 
its proposed building extension. 
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8.7 FREEHOLD LEASE AND TRUSTEE LEASE RENEWALS FOR PARKS UNTIL 
30 JUNE 2019 

File No: 374 

Attachments: Nil  

Authorising Officer: Michael Rowe - General Manager Community Services 
Robert Holmes - Manager Parks  

Author: Sophia Czarkowski - Sports and Education Supervisor          
 

SUMMARY 

In accordance with Section 236(1)(c)(iii) of the Local Government Regulation 2012 (Qld) a 
Council resolution is sought for the commencement of the renewal of Freehold Leases and 
Trustee Leases expiring up until 30 June 2019. 
 

OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATION 

1. THAT pursuant to Section 236(1)(c)(iii) of the Local Government Regulation 2012 (Qld)  
Council approve the renewal of the Freehold Leases and Trustee Leases as identified in 
the report; and 

2. THAT the Chief Executive Officer (Sports and Education Supervisor) be authorised to 
negotiate the terms and conditions of the agreements with the organisations listed in the 
report in preparation for execution by the delegated officer. 

 

COMMENTARY 

A number of organisations hold Freehold Leases or Trustee Leases over land owned or 
controlled by Council for the purposes of sport, recreation and/or community activities. A 
number of these agreements are due for renewal prior to 30 June 2019 and officers seek 
Council approval to commence renewal processes. This report addresses only those 
agreements where Parks is identified as the custodian of the relevant asset and where 
renewal processes have not commenced. 

Under Section 236 of the Local Government Regulation 2012 (Qld) Council has the ability to 
renew Leases to existing Lessees, provided that Council has decided, by resolution, that the 
exception applies to the leasing of valuable non-current assets (i.e. land) other than by 
tender or auction. 

The renewal of Trustee Permits and Freehold Licences generally granted over sports fields 
will be reviewed and approved by the Manager Parks. Some minor amendments to licenced 
or permitted areas may be made to ensure that the agreement covers the sports field plus 
suitable run off area. Due to the previous charging regime for sports fields the permitted or 
licenced areas, in some cases, were reduced to be only the playing surface(s). 

BACKGROUND 

The following organisations hold Freehold Leases or Trustee Leases that are due for 
renewal prior to 30 June 2019. On Council resolution, the renewal process will commence 
and each organisation will be invited to apply for a further tenure. It is proposed that tenure 
be granted under the following conditions: 

 1. Term: 5 years (all renewals will be amended to ensure the expiry dates falls on 30 
June of the relevant year); 

2.   Fees and Charges: In accordance with Council’s schedule of fees and charges; and 

3. Special Conditions: As required. 
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Agreement 
Type 

Organisation 
Expiry 
Date 

Real Property Description 
and Address 

Freehold Lease 
Rockhampton and District 
Darts Association Inc 

31/07/2018 
Part of Lot 1 on RP605982 
(Church Park, Glenmore 
Road) 

Freehold Lease Fitzroy Canoe Club 23/10/2018 
Part of Lot 9 on RP603542 
(131 Richardson Road) 

Freehold Lease Frenchville Sports Club 31/12/2018 
Part of Lot 1 on LN2893 
(Birdwood Park, 34 Water 
Street) 

Trustee Lease 
Rocky Outrigger Canoe 
Club Inc 

31/12/2018 
Part of Lot 371 on CP863559 
(Ski Gardens, 30 Harman 
Street) 

Trustee Lease 
The Gracemere Croquet 
Club Inc 

31/12/2018 
Part of Lot 101 on SP258037 
(Cedric Archer Park, Ian 
Besch Drive) 

Freehold Lease 
Capricorn Conservation 
Council Inc 

25/01/2019 
Part of Lot 228 on SP258012 
(Haigh Park, North Street) 

Trustee Lease 
Brothers Cricket Club 
Rockhampton Inc 

28/02/2019 
Part of Lot 40 on SP240869 
(Victoria Park, Lion Creek 
Road) 

Trustee Lease 
Meals on Wheels 
Rockhampton Inc 

30/06/2019 
Part of Lot 2 on SP175995 
(350 Berserker Street) 

Trustee Lease 
Capricorn District Country 
Music Association 

30/06/2019 
Part of Lot 2 on SP175995 
(350 Berserker Street) 

Trustee Lease 
Rockhampton and District 
Historical Society Inc 

30/06/2019 
Part of Lot 3 on SP262805 
(Stapleton Park, Bridge 
Street) 

Trustee Lease MELSA Rockhampton Inc 30/06/2019 
Part of Lot 4 on R266 
(Leichhardt Park, Campbell 
Street) 

Trustee Lease 
Parkhurst and District Pony 
Club Inc 

30/06/2019 
Lot 2 on SP104433 
(Rundle Park, Norman Road) 

Trustee Lease 
St John’s Ambulance 
Australia 

30/06/2019 Lot 25 on R26199 
(72 Glenmore Rd) 

LEGISLATIVE CONTEXT 

Section 236 of the Local Government Regulation 2012 (Qld) provides Council with the ability 
to renew a lease to an existing lessee provided there is a Council resolution. 

CONCLUSION 

It is recommended that Council approve the renewal of the Leases identified in the report 
and that the Chief Executive Officer (Sports and Education Supervisor) negotiate the terms 
and conditions of each in preparation for consideration and execution by the delegated 
officer.  
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9 NOTICES OF MOTION  

Nil  
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10 URGENT BUSINESS/QUESTIONS  

Urgent Business is a provision in the Agenda for members to raise questions or matters of a 
genuinely urgent or emergent nature, that are not a change to Council Policy and can not be 
delayed until the next scheduled Council or Committee Meeting. 
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11 CLOSURE OF MEETING 
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