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ROALD DAHL was a spy, an ace fighter pilot, a chocolate historian 
and a medical inventor.
He was also the author of Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, Matilda, The BFG, and a treasury of original, evergreen, 
and beloved children’s books. He remains for many the world’s No. 1 storyteller.

Born in Llandaff, Wales, on 13th September 1916 to Norwegian parents, Harald Dahl and Sofie Magdalene 
Hesselberg, Dahl was named after Roald Amundsen, the Norwegian who had been the first man to reach the South 
Pole just four years earlier. A heroic start in life. But his early years were blighted by the tragic deaths of his older 
sister, Astri, and his father.

Wanting the best for her only son, his mother sent him to boarding school - first to St Peter’s, Weston-super-Mare; 
then, in 1929, to Repton - where many bizarre and memorable events would later be recounted in Boy. Pupils at 
Repton were invited to trial chocolate bars, a memory that stayed with Dahl throughout his life, inspiring Charlie 
and the Chocolate Factory.

in 1961 James and the Giant Peach was published in the US, followed by Charlie and the Chocolate Factory. Roald 
then wrote screenplays for the James Bond hit You Only Live Twice and Chitty Chitty Bang Bang, as well as adult 
novels such as Kiss Kiss. Fantastic Mr. Fox was published in 1970, the year before the film Willy Wonka and the 
Chocolate Factory was released. The rest of the decade saw the publication of many other classics, including Danny 
the Champion of the World, The Enormous Crocodile, and My Uncle Oswald.

In the early 1980s he published The Twits, Revolting Rhymes, The BFG and The Witches. There followed two 
autobiographical books: Boy, in 1984 and Going Solo, in 1986. Matilda was published in 1988, Esio Trot in 1990, and 
finally, in 1991, came the posthumous delight of The Minpins.

Roald Dahl died on 23 November 1990, aged 74. He was buried in the parish church of St Peter and St Paul in Great 
Missenden - the Buckinghamshire village where today The Roald Dahl Museum and Story Centre continues his 
extraordinary mission to amaze, thrill and inspire generations of children and their parents.



Date Time Workshop

TUE 10 SEP

Southside 
Library

10.00am - 12noon Making history fun! Writing your story

Meet several local history authors who have written stories about growing up 
in Rocky. Listen to some of the wonderfully wild and woolly tales that your 
parents or grandparents may have secretly got up to in the area! This is a great 
introduction to social history of the area linked to local history research. 

For Year 4 (Primary School) audiences.

TUE 10 SEP

Northside 
Library

10.00am - 12 noon What makes a great picture book? How is it promoted - and judged? 

Find out how our local authors have been writing, self-publishing and 
connecting with an online audience. Discover how you can create your 
own picture book for the annual Write & Illustrate a Children’s Picture Book 
competition and win great prizes. From 11am-12noon, ex-CBCA Judge and CBCA 
Awards Coordinator Lindell Lutton will share an insider’s view into judging for 
the prestigious children’s book awards. 

For Year 5-6 (Primary School) audiences.

THU 12 SEP 

Southside 
Library 

Fitzroy Room

10.00am - 11.30am Wonderfully wicked writing - what’s it all about?

Sydney based children’s author Jacqueline Harvey speaks to thousands of young 
people at schools and festivals around the world inspiring a love of reading and 
writing. She is the author of the popular Alice-Miranda and Clementine Rose 
series, which have sold over one million copies in Australia alone. Her books 
have received numerous short-listings and awards. Ever since she was a little 
girl she has loved to tell stories and thinks she might have made a pretty good 
spy too and is currently writing a new series, Kensy and Max which is all about 
espionage and undercover adventures. 

For Primary School audiences.

THU 12 SEP 

Southside 
Library

Room 1.3

10.00am - 12 noon Wild Writing for Young Authors’ Masterclass

Tim Harris will blast any preconceptions you may have about writing and show 
you how to create fantastic characters and fast-paced stories in a small hands 
on workshop. Tim is one of the most exciting children’s authors in Australia. His 
first series of books, Exploding Endings, will have primary-aged readers both 
captivated and laughing out loud. The first book in the series, Painted Dogs & 
Doom Cakes, was awarded Honour Book at the 2017 KOALAs. His second series, 
Mr Bambuckle’s Remarkables, contains his trademark quirkiness, mixed with a 
touch of poignancy. 

For Year 5-6 (Primary School) audiences.



Date Time Workshop

THU 12 SEP 

Southside 
Library

Exhibition 
space

10.00am - 12 noon Pop-Up Zine Workshop with Jeremy Staples

Join us for this fun hands-on ArtLab workshop and make your very own zine using 
tools such as typewriters and stamp sets and old-fashioned scissors and glue. 
Before you could self-publish on the internet or word-processing there were zines – 
small, boutique, hand-made and photocopied publications. Learn more about this 
craft revival with artist Jeremy Staples.

For Year 4-6 (Primary School) audiences.

THU 12 SEP 

Southside 
Library

Fitzroy Room

12.30pm - 2.00pm Dangerous Writing – just like Dahl!

All it takes is an exploding ending to captivate a reader- and that’s exactly 
what Sydney author Tim Harris will share with young readers at the library as 
he inspires them on their writing journey. Tim will take the audience on a wild 
ride as he introduces readers to Mr Bambuckle, Toffle Towers and Exploding 
Endings in a laugh-out loud author talk at the library.

For Primary School audiences.

THU 12 SEP 

Southside 
Library

Room 1.3

12.30pm - 2.30pm WRITE for kids and get published! Young Adult Masterclass

Polish your prose and learn from an expert. Young Adult Masterclass. Jacqueline 
Harvey is the award winning author of three bestselling series; Alice-Miranda, 
Clementine Rose and Kensy and Max, all of which have been sold internationally. She 
is a former teacher and Deputy Head with years of experience working with students 
just like you who are keen to improve their writing skills and possibly pursue a career 
as an author. She has a love of reading aloud and has recorded nine audio book. Alice-
Miranda is currently in production as an animated television movie in partnership with 
SLR Productions, ZDF Enterprises and the Nine Network (Australia). Come along to find 
out how you can make the cut in this competitive industry.

For Year 7-10 (Secondary School) audiences.

THU 12 SEP 

Southside 
Library

Exhibition 
space

12.30pm - 2.30pm Pop-Up Zine Workshop with Jeremy Staples

Join us for this fun hands-on ArtLab workshop and make your very own zine 
using tools such as typewriters and stamp sets and old-fashioned scissors and 
glue. Before you could self-publish on the internet or word-processing there 
were zines – small, boutique, hand-made and photocopied publications. Learn 
more about this craft revival with artist Jeremy Staples.

For Year 5-6 (Primary School) audiences.

FRI 13 SEP 

Southside 
Library 

Exhibition 
Space

9.00am - 10.00am Pop-Up Roald Dahl Zine Workshop: Jeremy Staples

Join us for this fun hands-on ArtLab workshop and make your very own zine about 
your favourite Roald Dahl story using tools such as typewriters and stamp sets and 
old-fashioned scissors and glue. Before you could self-publish on the internet or 
word-processing there were zines – small, boutique, hand-made and photocopied 
publications. Learn more about this craft revival with artist Jeremy Staples.

For Year 4-6 (Primary School) audiences.



Date Time Workshop

FRI 13 SEP 

Southside 
Library

Fitzroy Room

9.30am - 10.00am Willy Wonka Story Drama + ‘Exploding’ Story!

The talented Access Rec Drama Group will share wildly exciting drama excerpts 
from Roald Dahl’s Willy Wonka and the Chocolate Factory - with some random 
‘exploding stories’ during scene changes from Tim Harris!

For Prep - Year 3 (Primary School) audiences.

FRI 13 SEP 

Northside 
Library 

9.30am - 10.30am Roald Dahl Gobblefunk.

Award winning children’s author, poet and publisher Mark Svendsen will share 
examples of deliciously silly wondercrump words and inspire young writers to 
use language in creative and imaginative ways. 

For Year 4-6 (Primary School) audiences.

FRI 13 SEP 

Southside 
Library

Exhibition 
Space

10.30am - 11.30am Pop-Up Roald Dahl Zine Workshop: Jeremy Staples

Join us for this fun hands-on ArtLab workshop and make your very own zine 
about your favourite Roald Dahl story using tools such as typewriters and 
stamp sets and old-fashioned scissors and glue. Before you could self-publish 
on the internet or word-processing there were zines – small, boutique, hand-
made and photocopied publications. Learn more about this craft revival with 
artist Jeremy Staples.

** This group of students will be invited to join the special Roald Dahl 
Birthday Party featuring a Cake-Cutting event in the Library Foyer at 
11.30am which will be livestreamed on our Facebook page.

For Year 4-6 (Primary School) audiences.

FRI 13 SEP 

Southside 
Library

Fitzroy Room

10.30am - 11.00am Willy Wonka Story Drama + ‘Exploding’ Story!

The talented Access Rec Drama Group will share wildly exciting drama excerpts 
from Roald Dahl’s Willy Wonka and the Chocolate Factory - with some random 
‘exploding stories’ during scene changes from Tim Harris!

For Prep - Year 3 (Primary School) audiences.

FRI 13 SEP 

Northside  
Library 

11.00am - 12 noon Roald Dahl Gobblefunk

Award winning children’s author, poet and publisher Mark Svendsen will share 
examples of deliciously silly wondercrump words and inspire young writers to 
use language in creative and imaginative ways. 

For Year 4-6 (Primary School) audiences.



Date Time Workshop

FRI 13 SEP 

Southside 
Library

Fitzroy Room

11.30am - 12 noon Willy Wonka Story Drama + ‘Exploding’ Story!

The talented Access Rec Drama Group will share wildly exciting drama excerpts 
from Roald Dahl’s Willy Wonka and the Chocolate Factory - with some random 
‘exploding stories’ during scene changes from Tim Harris!

For Prep - Year 3 (Primary School) audiences.

FRI 13 SEP 

Southside 
Library

Exhibition 
Space

11.30am - 12.30pm Pop-Up Roald Dahl Zine Workshop: Jeremy Staples

Join us for this fun hands-on ArtLab workshop and make your very own zine 
about your favourite Roald Dahl story using tools such as typewriters and 
stamp sets and old-fashioned scissors and glue. Before you could self-publish 
on the internet or word-processing there were zines – small, boutique, hand-
made and photocopied publications. Learn more about this craft revival with 
artist Jeremy Staples.

For Year 4-6 (Primary School) audiences.

FRI 13 SEP 

Southside 
Library

Fitzroy Room

1.00pm - 2.00pm Masterclass of Revolting Writing with Mark Svendsen

Well-loved author and poet Mark Svendsen loves to ‘see the light go on’ in kids’ 
eyes, particularly when they ‘get’ literary devices and descriptive language. He 
believes that through age-appropriate challenges, students can discover for 
themselves how their own simple self-directed effort can make the ordinary 
shine. Mark’s works of poetry, picture books, junior fiction and young adult 
fiction, are published by UQP (Jam Roll), Hachette, Lothian Books, Houghton 
Mifflin (USA) and Random House (Woolshed). Mark has also written lyrics for 
choral symphonies and songs. Mark’s workshops are simply dynamite- this is a 
workshop not to be missed!

For Year 4-6 (Primary School) audiences.

FRI 13 SEP 

Southside 
Library

Exhibition 
Space

12.45pm - 2.00pm Pop-Up Roald Dahl Zine Workshop: Jeremy Staples

Join us for this fun hands-on ArtLab workshop and make your very own zine 
about your favourite Roald Dahl story using tools such as typewriters and 
stamp sets and old-fashioned scissors and glue. Before you could self-publish 
on the internet or word-processing there were zines – small, boutique, hand-
made and photocopied publications. Learn more about this craft revival with 
artist Jeremy Staples.

For Year 4-6 (Primary School) audiences.

This project is a joint partnership with Penguin Australia and has received financial assistance 
from the Queensland Government through State Library of Queensland. 



How many Roald Dahl books have you read?  
Circle your favourites below. 



Up Late @ the Library | 
ADULTS ONLY | Friday 13 September | 6pm- 9pm | Southside Library

This is the signature adults only event that you don’t want to miss out on!  Enjoy a 
risqué evening at Southside Library and ask all those taboo questions you’ve never 
been allowed to mutter. 

An intimate evening in the library after dark will be had with an intriguing panel of 
special guests, erotic fiction author, tattooist and drag queens who are willing to 
answer those awkward, inappropriate and uncomfortable questions. As you nibble 
on delicious delicacies and enjoy a glass of wine be entertained by burlesque pole 
dancing performed by Full Metal Pole and kick back to some live music before and 
after the panel.  

Entry to this event is by random ballot! This will be a high demand FREE  adult only 
event for 18 years and over.  To get your hands on the hottest ticket in town register 
your interest by calling 4936 8043 to go in the ballot for a double pass.  

*Entering the ballot is not a confirmation of a ticket, winners will be contacted on  
Monday 9 September, only people with a valid ticket will be allowed entry.  

YOU CAN’T ASK THAT!


